vi PREFACE

Under these circumstances, collaboration appeared the only
way out of the difficulty. I bethought myself of Mr. A. B.
Keith, who, as Boden Sanskrit scholar, had been my pupil for
four years, and who had already assisted. me since 1899, not
only by reading the proofs of, but by suggesting improvements
in, my History of Sanskrit Literature and wy Sanskrit Grammnar
for Beginners, as well as my edition of the Brhaddevata, then
commencing to be printed. I accordingly asked him if he had
the time and inclination to collaborate with me in the proposed
work by at once beginning to collect material for it. He con-
sented without hesitation, and the Secretary of State for India
readily sanctioned this modification of the arrangements already
made. There was no other man to whom I could have en-
trusted with such complete confidence the task of carrying out
this preliminary work accurately and rapidly.

In 1909, about a year after my return from India, Mr. Keith
supplied me with a considerable part of his collectanea, while
my Vedic Grammar was still passing through the press. The
regular printing did not begin till early in 1910, about the time
when that work was published. The interval was taken up
with preparing a sufficient amount of ‘copy’ for the printer,
as well as with settling various questions of arrangement and
typography. '

Mode of Collaboration.—Our respective shares in the pro-
duction of the book are, generally stated, as follows: Dr. Keith
has collected the material, while I have acted chiefly as an
editor, planning the scope of the work, arranging the distribu-
tion of text and notes, selecting the type to be used, cutting
out, adding to or modifying the matter, weighing the evidence
for different interpretations and conclusions, and deciding as to
which view, in case of possible alternatives, should be preferred.
Having written up in its final form every article contained in
the book, I accept the responsibility for every statement -and
opinion expressed in it. I do not think that Dr. Keith and I
have disagreed upon any material point. When we have differed




