500 LIMB— WING—~PARNA TREE [ Parus

The mention of the Parusni and the Yamuna in the hymn
celebrating the victory of Sudas has given rise to the conjectures
of Hopkins,!* that the Yamuna in that hymn is merely another
name for the Parusni, and of Geldner,!? that the Parusni there
is merely a tributary of the Yamuna (Jumna). But neither
interpretation is either essential or even probable. The hymn
is a condensed one, and may well be taken as celebrating two
great victories of Sudas. Thereisa doubtful reference to the
Parusni in the Atharvaveda.’®
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Parus means first a ‘limb’ or ‘member’ of the body,! and
is then applied metaphorically to the divisions of the sacrifice®
or of the year® (cf. Parvan).
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1. Parna denotes the ¢ wing’ of a bird in the Rigveda® and
later.2 It also means the ‘ feather’ of an arrow in a late passage
of the Rigveda,® and more often later ;4 and the leaf’ of a tree
from.the Rigveda onwards.® '

1. 116, 15; 182, 7; 183, 1; iv. 27, 4 Av. v. 25, 1; Kithaka Sambhiti,

4, etc. xxv, 1; Aitareya Brahmana, i. 25;
2 Av. x. 1, 29; Satapatha Brahmana, | iii 26, etc.
i. 6, 3, 5. etc. ' 5 Rv. x. 68, 10; Av. viii. 7, 12;
3 x. 18, 14. Cf Lanman, Sanskrit Taittiriya Samhita, ii. 5, 1, 7; Vija-
- Reader, 386, saneyi Sambiti, xvi. 46, etc.

2.| Parna denotes the tree Butea frondosa, later usually called
Paldsa. It occurs in the Rigveda® in connexion with the
Asvattha, and with that tree as well as the Nyagrodha in the
Atharvaveda,? which mentions both amulets® and the cover of
sacrificial dishes* as made from its wood. Its use for the
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