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the infant was washed.}® The cutting of the teeth was also
a solemn occasion,'® and is the subject of a hymn in the
Atharvaveda. Reference is also made to children’s learning
to speak, which the Taittiriya Samhita ¥ ascribes to the end
of the first year of life. The Aitareya Aranyakal® asserts that
the words Tata and Tita, onomatopoetic words like ‘ dada,’**®
‘are the first words of a child’s speech, giving therein perhaps
an unfair prominence to the father. The Atharvaveda#®
further contains at least one hymn for the ceremony of the
first shaving of the young man’s beard. The giving of a name
was also an occasion of importance, a second one being often
‘added.

Sati.—On the death of her husband, in some cases the
widow burned herself or was burned by his relations.* This
is clearly implied in the reference to this ancient custom in
the Atharvaveda.® On the other hand, the Rigveda does not
contemplate the custom anywhere, but on the contrary con-
siders the widow as married apparently to the brother of the
dead man.'* The custom of Suttee would therefore appear

‘uring the Vedic age to have been in abeyance, at least as
. general rule. At all times the practice seems to have been
r.@inly ‘usual among families of the warrior class, to judge
from the other Indo-Germanic parallels.?®® In other classes
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