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of a family has become its head owing to the decrepitude’®* of
the parents, his wife then taking the place of the mistress
of the joint family while the brothers and sisters are still
unmarried. It is not inconsistent with the great stress else-
where1% laid on the respect due to a father-in-law, who then
is probably regarded as still in full possession of his faculties,
and controls the house while his son continues to live with
him. The respect would no doubt equally apply if the son
had set up a separate family of his own.108

Moreover, the wife was a regular participator in the oﬂ'ermgs
of the husband. In this connexion the term Patni regularly
applies to her in the Brahmanas,’®? where Jaya designates her
in her conjugal capacity, not in that of sharer in the sacrifice.
In this respect her position gradually deteriorated: thus the
Satapatha Brahmanal®® describes a certain ceremony in which
the wife (jayd) alone offered the oblation in former times, while
later a priest might do so instead. The same Brahmana
shows other traces of a lowering in the position of women,
probably due to the growing sense of the importance of cere-
monial priority.® So in the Maitrayani Samhita''® women
generally are classed with dice and drink as three chief evils,
and woman is declared to be ¢ untruth,’** and connected with
Nirrti, ¢ calamity.’12 A woman too, according to the Taittiriya
Sambhita,"? is inferior even to a bad man, and a sarcastic
reference is made in the Kithaka Samhita!# to her power of
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