418 LIST OF THE ASTERISMS [ Nakgatra

16. Rohini, ‘ ruddy ’; Jyesthaghni, ¢ slaying the eldest ’; or
Jyestha, ‘eldest,” is the name of the constellation o, a, and v
Scorpionis, of which the central star, a, is the brilliant reddish
Antares (or Cor Scorpionis).

17. Vieptau, ‘the two releasers’; Miila, ‘root; or Miila-
barhani, uprooting,’ denote primarily A and » at the extremity
of the tail of the Scorpion, but including also the nine or
eleven stars from e to ».

18, 19. Asdadhas (‘ unconquered *), distinguished as Piirvas,
¢ former,” and Uttaris, ‘latter,” are really two constellations, of
which the former is composed of vy, §, e, and # Sagittarii, or of
8 and ¢ only, and the latter of 0,0,7,and ¢ Sagittarii, or of two,
o and { only. It is probable that originally only four stars
forming a square were meant as included in the whole con-
stellation®—viz., ¢ and ¢, with § and €.

20. Abhijit is the brilliant star o Lyre with its two com-
panionseand ¢ Its location in 60° north latitude is completely
discordant with the position of the corresponding Arabian and
Chinese asterisms. This fact is considered by Oldenberg® to
support the view that it was a later addition to the system ; its
occurrence, however, as early as the Maitrayani Sambhita,®
which he does not note, somewhat invalidates®2 that view. In
the Taittirlya Brahmana® Abhijit is said to be ¢ over Asadhas,
under éroni,’ which Weber® held to refer to its position in
space, inferring thence that its Vedic position corresponded to
that of the Arab Manazil and the Chinese Sieou—viz., a, 8
Capricorni. - But Whitney® argues effectively that the words
‘over’ and ‘under’ really refer to the place of Abhijit in the
list, ‘after * Asadhas and ¢ before * Srona.

2I1. Sl’om'l. ‘lame,’ or Sx‘avana, ‘ear,” denotes the bright star
a Aquile with 8 below and v above it. Weber® very need-
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