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Dhana, ‘ prize,’ is often found in the Rigveda,® probably the
prize in racing rather than the ‘booty’ in battle. It also
denotes? the ‘stake’ at dicing. In some passages it possibly
means the ¢ contest’ itself.> More generally it denotes ° wealth’
or ‘gift.”4 But it sometimes expresses ¢ booty,”® probably from
the notion of ‘ wealth’ rather than of * prize.
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) Dhana-dhani, a ‘ treasure house,’ is mentioned in the Taittiriya
Aranyaka (x. 67).

Dhanistha (‘ very rich’), used in the plural, is the later name 1
of the lunar mansion (Naksatra) Sravigtha.

1 Santikalpa, 13; $ankhiyana Grhya Satra, i. 26.

‘Dhanu (fem.), ‘sandbank,’ occurs several times in the Rig-
veda,! but only metaphorically of the clouds in the atmosphere.
Dhani is found in the Atharvaveda,? where it seems to denote
a sandbag used to prevent bleeding.® Cf. Dhanvan.
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Dhanus, the ‘bow,’ frequently mentioned in the Rigvedal
and later,2 was the chief weapon of the Vedic Indian® The
last act of the funeral rite included the removal of the bow from
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