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which the Rigveda® calls the dasama yuga, *the tenth stage
of life” Longevity seems not to have been rare among the
Vedic Indians, for the desire to live a ‘hundred autumns’
($aradah Satam) is constantly expressed. Dirghatamas is said
to have lived 100 years and Mahidasa Aitareya is credited
with 1168 Onesikritos? reported that they sometimes lived
130 years, a statement with which corresponds the wish
expressed in the Jataka® for a life of 120 years. Probably the
number was always rather imaginary than real, but the com-
parative brevity of modern life in India® may be accounted for
by the cumulative effect of fever, which is hardly known to the
Rigveda. See Takman.
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Dasa-vpksa is the name o1 a tree, according to Roth,! in
the Atharvaveda.? But Whitney? treats the word as a mere
adjective meaning * of ten trees.’

1 St. Petersburg Dictionary, s.v. I 3 Translation of the Atharvaveda,
3ii.g, 1. 50.

‘ Dasa-vraja is the name of a protégé of the Advins in the
Rigveda (viii. 8, 20; 49, I; 50, 9)-

DaSa-éipm is'the nmame of a sacrificer mentioned in the
Rigveda.?
1 viii. 52, 2. Cf. Ludwig, Translation of the Rigveda, 3, 163.

Dasa denotes the ‘fringe’ or ‘border’ of a garment (vasak)
in the Satapatha Brihmapa.! The word also occurs in the
compound da$a-pavitra,’ which means ‘a filtering cloth with
a fringe.’

1 iii. 3, 2, 9, and often in the Siitras, | patha Brihmana, iv. 2,2, 11. Cf.iv. 1,
3 Aitareya Brihmana, vii, 32; Sata- | 1. 2%



