322 THE TRTSUS ABSORBED BY THE KURUS [ Trtsu

But Geldner!® has suggested with great probability that Trtsu,
who is once mentioned in the singular,” means the Trtsu
king—that is, Sudas.’® This explanation alone justifies the
description’ of the Bharatas as Trisanam visah,® ‘ subjects of
the Trtsus,” meaning the Trtsu Gotra or family, for the people
could not be said to be subjects of a body'of priests. The
Vasisthas might be called Trtsus because of their close con-
nexion with the royal house of that people. The reverse

process is also quite possible, but is rendered improbable by

the fact that the Pratpdah arec referred to as receiving Vasistha.®
This name of the Trtsu dynasty is probably older than its
connexion with Vasistha in the time of Sudis, a conclusion
supported by the name of Pratardana, who is mentioned later
as a descendant of Divodisa,®® an ancestor of Sudas. The
Trtsu dynasty could therefore hardly have been referred to as
 Vasisthas. For the further history of the dynasty and its
relation with Vasistha and Viévamitra, see Sudas. -

If the Trtsus and their subjects, the Bharatas, were in the
Rigvedic period at war with the tribes on either side of the

territory between the Parusni and the Yamund, it is clear™
that later on they coalesced with the Pidrus and probably
others of those tribes to form the Kuru people. Already in
the Rigveda® the Trtsus are allied with the Spijayas, and in
the Satapatha Brahmana® one Purohita serves both Kurus
and Sriijayas.
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suggest irresistibly that Divoddsa was | and see Kuru.

a Bharata. ) . 24 See Rv. vi. 47, where Divodisa
19 Rv. vii. 33, 6. and Siriijaya are both praised. In
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