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INSECT—AN ANCIENT SAGE—DISEASE

[ Jabhya

Jabhya, snapper,” denotes in the Atharvaveda! an insect

destructive to grain.

1 vi, 50, 2.

Jamad-agni is one of the somewhat

Cf. Zimmer, Altindisches Leben, 237-

mythical sages of the

Rigveda, where he is frequently mentioned. In some passages®
his name occurs in such a way as to indicate that he is the
author of the hymn; once? he is thus associated with Visva-

mitra.

In other passages® he is merely referred to, and the
Jamadagnis are mentioned once:*

In the Atharvaveda,® as well

as the Yajurveda Samhitas® and the B}'ihmaua.s," he is quite a

frequent figure.

Here he appears as a friend of Viévamitra®

and a rival of Vasistha?® He owed his prosperity to his catdi-

rvatra, or

¢four-night’ ritual, with which his family wegg,,a]sa

very successful.® Inthe Atharvaveda™ ]amaqagniisfénnected
with Atri and Kanva, as well as Asita and Vitahavya, He was
Adhvaryu priest at the proposed sacrifice of Sunahsepa.'®

1 Rv, iii. 62, 18; viii. 101, 8; ix. 62,
24 ; 65, 25.

2 Rv. x. 167, 4.

3 Rv. vii. g6, 3: ix. 97, 51.

4 Rv. iii. 53, 15. 16,

5 §i. 32, 3 (¢f. Taittiriya Aragyaka,
iv. 36; Mantra Brahmana, it. 7, 1)
iv. 29, 3} v. 28, 7; Vi. 137, I3 xviii. 3,
15. 16.

s ‘yantirlya Samhita, ii. 2, 12, 4;
ii.1,7:353 % 2: V. 310, 5. 4 11, 3.
Maitrayani Samhita, ii. 7,19 iv. 2,9
Kathaka Samhita, xvi. 19 ; XX. 9; Vija-
saneyi Samhitd, iii. 62 ; xiii. 56.

7 Paficavipsa Brahmana, ix. 4, 345
xiii. 8, 15; xxi. 10, 573 xx'ii.‘7, 3;
Aitareya Brihmana, vii. 16; Satapatha

Brihmana, xiii. 2, 2, 143 Taittiriya
Aranyaka, i. 9, 7: Brhadaranyaka
Upanisad, i 2, 4; Jaiminiya Upanisad

Brahmana, iii. 3, 115 iv. 3, T etc.

8 Taittiriya Samhits, iii. 1, 7, 33

V. 4 II, 3: Paficaviméa Brihmana,

xiii. 5, 5.

% Taittiriya Samhita, Joc. cit.

10 Paiicaviméa Brihmana, xxi. IO,
57

n i, 32, 3; vi. 737 L

1’ Aitareya Brahmana, vii. 16.

Cf. Hopkins, Transactions of the Con-
nactiont Acadsmy of Aris and Sciencs, 15,

83, 34 Bloomfield, Hymns of the Athar-

vaveds, 319; Weber, Indische Studien,

10, 95'

Jambha occurs twice in the Atharvaveda as the name of a

disease or a demon of disease.

In one passage® it is said to be

cured by the Jangida plant; in the other? it is described as

samhanub, * bringing the jaws together.’

1ii. 4,2 2 viii. 1, 16.

»

‘Weber? argued from

3 In_da'sclu Studim, 13, 142.




