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3. Kosa.—The exact sense of this word in Kofa-kari, the
designation of a female victim at the Purusamedha, or human
sacrifice,! is uncertain. It may be *sheath.’ »

1 Vijasa.neyl Samhiti, xxx.14; Tmttmya Brihmana, ili. 4, 10, 1.

Kosa.—The Kosas appear as a priestly family in the Sata-
patha Brahmana, where one of them, Susravas, is mentioned
by name.?

1x.575 8 ?x. 5,51

- Kosala is the name of a people not occurring in the earliest
Vedlc literature. In the story of the spread of Aryan culture
told in the Satapatha Brihmana,! the Kosala-Videhas, as the.
offspnng of Videgha Mathava, appear as falling later than the
Kuru-Paficilas under the influence of Brahminism. The same
passage gives the Sadanira as the boundary of the two peoples
—Kosala and Videha. Elsewhere? the Kausalya, or Kosala
kmg, Para Atnara Hairanyanabha, is described as having
performed the great A§vamedha, or horse sacrifice. Connexion
with K&§i and Videha appears also from a passage of the
Sankhayana Srauta Sitra.? Weber* points out that Avalayana,
who was very probably a descendant of A§vala, the Hotr priest
of Videha, is called a Kosala in the Prasna Upamsa.d‘ The
later distinction of North and’ South Kosala is unknown to
both Vedic and Buddhist literature.t

Kosala lay to the north-east of the Ganges, and corresponded
roughly to the modern Oudh.

1.4, 1, 16t seq.

2 Satapatha Brahmana, xiii. s, 4, 4.
Cf. Hiranya-nabha, a Rijaputra, in
Prasna Upanigad, iii. 2, and Sankha-
yana ‘Srauta Sitra, xvi. 9, 13, as a
Kausalya, while ibid., 11, Parais styled
Vaideha,

3 xvi, 29, 5.

4 Indische Studien, 1, 182, 441.
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6 Oldenberg, Buddha, 393, n

Cf. von Schroeder, Indiens Litevatur
und Cultur, 167 ; Eggeling, Sacred Books
of the East, 12, xlii; Weber, Indian
Literature, 39, 132 et seg.; Macdonell,
Sanshkrit  Litevature, 213 -215; Rhys
Davids, Buddhist India, 25,

Kaukiista is mentioned in the Satapatha Brahmana® as a
giver of a Dakgina, or gift to the priests officiating at a sacrifice.
The Kanva recension reads the name KaiiktKasta.2

liv, 6, 1, 13.

2 Eggeling, Sacred Books of the Euast, 26, 426 n. 1.

Cf. \’Veber, Indian Literature, 134.




