Rsis ] SEERS—GREAT BEAR w7

whose deeds are narrated as if they were the deeds of gods or
Asuras They are typified by a particular group of seven,!®
mentioned four times in the Rigveda,’ several times in the
later Samhitas,® and enumerated in the Brhaddranyaka
Upanisad® as Gotama, Bharadvaja, Vi§vimitra, Jamadagni,
Vasistha, Kagyapa, and Atri. In the Rigveda itself Kutsa,2?
Atri,?® Rebha,” Agastya,® the Kusikas,?® Vasistha,? Vyasva,?
and others appear as Rsis; and the Atharvaveda® contains a
long list, including Angiras, Agasti, Jamadagni, Atri, Kadyapa,
Vasigtha, Bharadvija, Gavisthira, Vi§vamitra, Kutsa, Kaksivant,
Kanva, Medhatithi, Trisoka, Ugana Kavya, Gotama, and
Mudgala.

Competition among the bards appears to have been khown.
This is one of the sides of the riddle poetry (Brahmodya) that
forms a distinctive feature3® of the Vedic ritual of the Adva-
medha, or horse sacrifice. In the Upanisad period such
competitions were quite frequent. The most famous was that
of Yajfiavalkya, which was held at the court of Janaka of
Videha, as detailed in the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad,® and
which was a source of annoyance to Ajatasatru of Kasi.3:
According to an analogous practice, a Brihmana, like Uddalaka
Aruni, would go about disputing with all he came across, and
compete with them for a prize of money.3?
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Rgis.—The term ‘Seven Rsis’ denotes the ¢ Great Bear’ (see
1. Rk§a) in one passage of the Rigveda,® and occasionally
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