4 DICE : THE, METHOD OF PLAY [ Aksa

tion of a ritual game® at the Agnyidheya and at. the Rijastiya
ceremonies. The details are not certain,® but it is clear that
the game consisted in securing even numbers of dice, usually a
number divisible by four, the Krta, the other three throws then
* being the Treta, when. three ‘remained over after division by
four; the Dvapara, when two was the remainder; and the Kali,
when one remained. If five were the dividing number, then the
throw which showed no remainder was Kali, the Krta was that
when four was left, and so on. The dice had no numerals
marked on them, the only question being what was the total
pumber of the dice themselves. C
There is no reason to doubt that the game as played in the
‘Rigveda was Jbased on the same principle, though the details
must remain doubtful. The number of dice used was certainly
large,® and the reference to throwing fours® and losing by one,
points to- the use f the Krta as the winning throw. The
AtHarvaveda,® on the other hand, possibly knew of the Kali'as
tbe winning throw.. In one respect the ordinary game must
‘have differed from the ritual game. In the latter the players
merely pick out the number of dice required—no doubt to avoid
ominous errors, such as must-have happened if a real game had
been played. In the secular game the dice were thrown®
péthaps on the principle suggested by Liders:® the one
. throwing a certain number on the place of playing, and the other
then throwing a number to make up with those already thrown
" a multiple of four or five. This theory, at any rate, accounts for
the later stress laid on the power of computation in a player,

as in the Nala.
No board appears to have been used, but a depression on which
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