Aksa ] DICE : THE METHOD OF PLAY 3

Samhitis and Brihmanas lists are given of expressions con-
nected with dicing. The names are Krta, Treti, Dvipara,
Askanda, and Abhibhii in the Taittirlya Sambhiti.® In the
Vijasaneyi Samhiti,” among the victims at the Purusamedha,
the kitava is offered to the Aksardja, the ddinava-daréa to the
Krta, the kalpin to the Tretd, the adhi-kalpin to the Dvipara,
the sabhd-sthanu to the Askanda. The lists in the parallel
version of the Taittiriya Brihmana are kitava, sabhdvin, adinava-
darda, bahik-sad, and sabha-sthapu,'® and Aksardja, Krta, Treta,
Dvipara, and Kali. From the Satapatha Brahmana? it appears
that another name of Kali was Abhibhii, and the parailel lists
in the Thaittiriya and Vijasaneyi Samhitas suggest that Abhibha
and Aksaraja are identical, though both appear in the late
Taittirlya Brahmana list. The names of some of these throws
go back even to the Rigveda and the Atharvaveda. Kali occurs
in the latter,? and Liiders# shows that in a considerable number -
of passages in the former Krta meansa ‘throw’ (not ¢ a stake "22
or ‘what is won’®), and this sense is clearly found in the
Atharvaveda.®* Moreover, that there were more throws (ayah)
than one is proved by a passage in the Rigveda,” when
the gods are compared to throws as giving or destroying
wealth.

The nature of the throws is obscure. The St. Petersburg

- Dictionary conjectures that the names given above were applied

either to dice w1arked 4, 3, 2, or I, or to the sides of the dice so
marked, and the latter interpretation is supported by some late
commentators,® But there is no evidence for the former
interpretation, and, as regards the latter, the shape of the
Vibhidaka nuts,¥ used as dice, forbids any side being properly
on the top. Light is thrown on the expressions by the descrip-
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