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loyalty of the citizen to the state.725 Panini mentions Vangl

(the lady of Vanga Janapada) along with Avanti, Kuru and

Yaudheyi. 726
Patanjali also refers to the Vahgas by way of

illustration. 727 Kautilya makes similar references to the

country.
728 The Bhagavata Purana also mentions it as a

country.
729 Kalidasa states that Raghu after conquering the

Sumhas,730 defeated the Vangas with his force. 731 The Kavya-
mlmamsa mentions Vanga as a janapada situated in the east.732

The Brhatsamhita also mentions it in the east along with Upa-

Vanga.
733

,

According to the Mahabharata734 Vanga, son of Bali, had

establishad this country. The AmarakoSa735 mentions Vanga
as a synonym of Ranga (lead), but lead is not available

in Bengal and is found in abundance in Malaya, Pegu and

East Indies. People in other parts of India may have received

lead through the people of East Bengal. Susruta also uses

Vanga in the same sense as Amara does 736

R.C Banerji
737

, on the basis of the Ablur Inscription of the

Kalacuri king Bijjala
738 takes Vanga and Vangala as two dis-

tinct people or tribes. This view has been correctly refuted by

S.B.Chaudhuri739 who concludes that Vangala was within Vanga
and hence was not altogether a separate geographical entity

as is maintained by some.

The confusion may be due to the fact that the geographi-

cal location of the Vanga country changed in different periods.

The same country Vanga was known as Vangala with the addi-

tion of the Prakrit suffix
(

ala' 7*o which was transliterated by the

Muslims as Bangalah (pronouncing Bangala) in their script
741

and this was changed into Bengal by the English people.
The Yadavaprakasa equates Vanga with Harikeli742 but

the Kalpadrukosa, a work of the seventeenth century states that

Srlhatta is Harikeli.743 The commentary of Yasodhaia on the

Kamasutra refers to Vanga as situated to the east of the

Brahmaputra. 744
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