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The Kurus had two branches, the northern and the southern.

Uttarakuru or the country of the Northern Kurus, is supposed
to be a region beyond the most northern range of the Himalaya

mountains, and is described as a country of everlasing hap-

piness.
711 We have discussed in details, the Kurus, in the

section on tribes. The Brhatsamhita712 mentions it as a country

situated in the North. In the later period the Uttarakurus had

only a mythical or legendary existence.

4. Vahga (No. 20, L. I) :

In this inscription, king Candra, "on whose arm fame was

inscribed by the sword, when in battle in Vanga countries, is

stated to have kneaded ^back with his breast the enemies who,

uniting together, came against him". 713 This is taken by

scholars714 to be the first epigraphic mention of Vanga. The

Vangas here mean the 'Vanga country' the eastern Bengal of

modern times. Bajpai is of the opinion that the Vangas
of the Meharauli Pillar Inscription of Candra (No. 20) are the

people living in the Makaran coast of Baluchistan. 715 But the

Vangas here denote country and not the people. Moreover, the

victory of king Candra over the Vahga countries has no con-

nection with his conquest of the Vahlikas. Both are separately

mentioned in his campaign. In Sanskrit the tribal name in the

plural is regularly used to indicate the country inhabited by the

tribe. 716 The Vanga countries are also referred to in the

Mahakuta Pillar Inscription,
717 but in the inscriptions after

the 9th century A.D. the word Vangala is usually mention-

ed. 7^
The earliest mention of the Vangas along with the Magadhas

is in the Aitareya Aranyaka.
719 The name is also found in the

Baudhayana Dharma-Sutra720 where the Vangas are mentioned

as impure people.
721 But the Drama Tratijna-Yaugandha-

rayana' (Act II), ascribed to Bhasa and probably not older

than the 4th century A.D., suggests that the ruling families of

Bengal were regarded as equals to those of Northern India for

intermarriage with the royal family of Malava. 722

The people of Vahga are stated to have fought in the Kuru-

kshetra war723 and, in course of his expedition Bhlsma is said

to have defeated Samudrasena of Vahga.
724 The Kasika men-

tions Vahgaka to explain Panini's sutra (IV.3.100) denoting


