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Monier Williams derives it from \/par\th to go, to move.

It means a way, path, a road or route. 192 In the Samaranga-

Tiasutradhara 193 we find the word 'Jangha-patha (foot-path)'.

The suffix 'patha' has been used as early as the later Vedic

period.
194

Originally patha meant 'a path', 'a road' but later on

it came to denote 'a country'. Even now-a-days, the suffix

*road' is used for inhabitations and localities.

Following are the place-names ending in this suffix :

(1) Adyapatha (No. 43, L. 23) :

It was situated to the east of a village called Gulmagan-
dhika. 195 Literally Adyapatha means 'the first route'. It seems

to have been a small area like a mohalla.

(2) Daksinapatha (No. I, L. 20) :

According to inscription No. 1 all the kings of the region

of the north were conquered by Samudragupta who attained

great fame by liberating them. 196 The kingdoms specifically

named as included in the southern region are : Kosala, Maha-

kantara, Kurala, Pistapura, Kcttura, Erandapalla, KancI,

Avamukta, VengI, Palakka, Devarastra and Kusthalapura. 197

"The earliest epigraphical mention of the Daksinapatha is

found in the Nanaghat Cave Inscription (Second half of first

Century B. C.).
198 It later appears in the Junagarh Rock In-

scription of Rudradaman (A. D. 150)
199 as also in the Nasik

Cave Inscription of Vasisthiputra Pulumavi (A.D. 149).
200

Literally it means 'the path or road leading to the south' and

in short the 'south country'. As a designation of the Deccan,201

the term is found as early as the Baudhayana Dharmasutra. 202

A similar expression is Daksina pada, 'with southward foot',

occurring in the Rgveda,203 and refers to the place to which

exiles are expelled.
204 Thus the term denoted 'South' beyond

the limits of the recognised Aryan world.

In the Buddhist literature originally the name seems to

have been restricted to a remote settlement on the Upper
Godavari.205 Some hold that it was situated to the south of

the Narbada and was identical with the Dakhinabades of the

Greeks.206

According to the Yadavaprakasa, Daksinapatha is the name
of the country to the south of the Vindhyas and includes

Pandya, Kuntala, Cola, Maharastra, Kerala, Kulya, Setuja,


