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term 'Sva-visaya' has been used for the feudatory Dhanyavisnu

(of king Toramana) who may have been a visayapati, the ad-

ministrator-incharge of Eran.

Airikina is the same as modern Eran, the ancient Airikina,

a village on the left bank of the Bina, in Sagar District of

Madhya Pradesh. From the Copper Coins of the Asokan

period found at Eran, we get an earlier Pali or Prakrit form
of the name which is Erakana or Erakana or Erakana. 175 It

is thus clear that Erakana or Erakana is the simplified form of

Erikina : to simplify still more the medial letter 'k' has been

dropped by the process of elision. 176 The meaning of the word

Erikina is a puzzle but its connexion with eraka 'a kind of

grass,
177 found in that area may be accepted as a hypothesis.

Place-names ending in Desa
Desa

It means a province, country, kingdom.178 Sometimes it is

used as a technical territorial term. But its exact meaning
and bearing are difficult to explain due to the fact that

sometimes it is described as bigger and at others smaller

than other geographical divisions, such as mandala, rastra and

visaya.
179 We find only one reference each in the Brahmanas180

and the Vajasaneyl Samhita. 181 The passage in the Vajasaneyl
Samhita is significant in as much as here for the first time,

desa is used in the sense of a 'country'. We find a refer-

ence to the river Sarasvati as flowing in the Madhyadesa or

'Middle Country'. The term was much in vogue in the

Upanisad and Sutra period denoting therein the meaning
'land'.

1. Mleccha-desa (No. 14, L. 4) :

There is a mention of the Mleccha countries in the Junagarh
Rock Inscription of Skandagupta (No. 14). But the record

does not refer to any boundary of the Mlecchas. 182

2. Sukuli-desa (No. 5, L. 4) :

It will literally mean 'a country possessing noble families in it'.

It seems to have been a place near Sane! in Madhya Pradesh.

Place-names ending in Rajya

Rajya

Rajya means a kingdom, country, realm (=rastra).
183


