
214 PERSONAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

not a janapada were called Visaya.
67

If Visaya and Janapada had been identical, Panini would
not have treated the former under a separate heading.

68 A
Visaya denoted both a bigger unit having the status of a

Janapada, and a smaller area which was but an estate. In the

Rajanyadi gana, visaya denotes janapadas, while in the

Bhauriki and Aisukari ganas,69 it is landed property, the share

of estate which was the source of livelihood.

In the post-paninian period, distinction between Janapada
and visaya was lost, both being called by the same names, for

example Angah, Vangah, Sumhah, and Pundrah. In some Jana-

padas like Rajanya, the distinction was retained, as Rajanyaka
denoted a visaya and Rajanyah, the Janapada of the Rajanya
tribe. Similarly we have Vasatah, Vasatayah ; Gandharah,

Gandharayah ; and Saibah, Sibiyah. Other smaller units were

only visayas or estates like Bailvavanaka, Atmakameyaka,
Bhaurikavidha and Aisukari-bhakta. 70

The visaya usually corresponded with the district of the

modern administration. 71 Minor bhuktis, mandalas and the

visayas were used to denote the same administrative division

in many cases. 72 The district administration was well organised
in the Gupta period. Some of the land-grant charters bear the

seals of the district administration. 73 Sealings of the district

administration of Rajagrha and Gaya have been found at

Nalanda, showing that their correspondence to outsiders bore

the impress of their official seals. 74

We have the following place-names ending in Visaya :

I. Gaya (No. 21, L. 7) :

A village named Revatika belonging to the Gaya visaya

was granted as an agrahara to a brahmana, ostensibly by

Samudragupta. 75 Gaya is at present headquarters of the

Gaya district, 60 miles due south of Patna. It comprises the

modern town of Sahebganj on the northern side and the

ancient town of Gaya on the southern side.76 Much has been

written on Gaya,77 all of which is not possible to discuss

here. We will confine ourselves to the origin of the name Gaya
and the importance of Gaya.

In the Rgveda Gaya is a proper name applied to a com-

posex of hymns.
78 In the Atharvaveda79 Gaya appears to be a


