
Place-Names and Their Suffixes

Now we shall arrange the place-names occurring in our

inscriptions with their suffixes and discuss each one of them.

Place-names ending in Rastra

Rastra1 (from \/raj) :^

It is the oldest and biggest territorial term. In the Rgveda2

and later Samhitas,
3 it denotes 'kingdom' or 'royal territory*,

It is considered to be one of the Prakrtis (constituents)
4 and

refers to a country.
5 It was the name of a Commissioner's

division under the Rastrakutas. 6 In South India, under the

PalJavas, Kadambas, and Salankayanas also it denotes only

a district, if not a tehsil. 7 The Samaranganasutradhara8 says

that 'all the rastra including nagar'a is called desa or mandate

while nagara is excluded in janapada'.

It divides rastras into three kinds :

(i) Big : It consists of nine thousand and ninety villages,

but some scholars say that the nine thousand and sixty

four villages make a big rastra. 9

(ii) Middle : It consists of five thousand, three hundred and

eighty four villages.
10

(iii Small : It consists of one thousand, five hundred and

forty eight villages.
11

It further discusses that seven cities should be established

in each rastra. 12

In place-names rastra is changed into :
13

(a) Ratha, as Maharastra, Maratha

(b) Rat, at Mayarastra, (=Mayarat), Mirat

It also changes into ratta,

Cf. Nagiratta. Walde also derives it

from Vraj-(n.sg. rat)

Sk. rastra : AV. rastar^


