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of many families. So whenever the people of gramas settled they
were termed as gramas (villages) and hence the word Samgrama
came into being when a number of gramas united for a battle.

Every Janapada had a pura or chief city (capital) where the

king resided. Every Janapada was politically named as Rastra. 27

Panini mentions a number of Janapadas in the Astadhyayl.
28

Kautilya also uses the term Janapada for territory as the con-

stituent of State. 29 We find the mention of sixteen Mahajanapadas
of Aryavarta in many places in the Buddhist literature. The
term 'rajya' with its different kinds is referred to in the later

Vedic period i.e. in the Brahmanas.

Later on we find that the connotations of the territorial

units differed from place to place and time to time. Panini men-
tions separately the villages and towns of Eastern India (Pracam

gramanagaranam, VII. 3.14), but with reference to Vahlka and

Udlcya country he uses the term grama in a generic sense to

include all centres of population (IV. 2. 117 and IV. 2. 109).

Patanjali in commenting on the distinctions between the terms

grama and pura remarks that these should not be settled by rules

of grammar but by local usage (tatratinirbandho na labhah,

III.321).

The two terms grama and nagara were used indiscriminately

in the Vahlka country (Punjab) where the villages had also

grown in prosperity like the towns, and hence the word grama
here included nagara also in the connotation.30

Yajnavalkya
31 uses the term Puga which the Mitaksara

explains as the assembly of the inhabitants of the same place

with different castes and occupations such as village, city etc.

The Amarakosa gives the following words as synonymous,
all standing for town or city : pur, pun, nagari, pattana, puta-

bhedana, sthanlya and nigama^ It also differentiates the

Mulanagara (main city) from the Sakha-nagara (branch

.town).
33
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