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(iii) The Harivamsa594 and the Vayu Purana595 state that

King Uslnara of the Puru dynasty had five queens
named Nrga or Mrga, KrmT, Nava, Darva and Drsad-

vat! who gave birth to five sons named Nrga, (or Mrga),

'Krmi, Nava, Suvrata and Sibi (or Sivi) respectively.

Sibi was the lord of the Sibi people or of the city of

Sivapura, while Nrga (or Mrga) was the ruler of the

Yodheyas or of Yaudheyapura. The other three sons

of Uslnara, viz., Nava, Krmi and Suvrata, were the

lords respectively of Navarastra,KrmilapurI and Amba-

sthapurl.
596

According to Pargiter, King Uslnara

established the Yaudheyas, Ambasthas,Navarastra,and
the city of Krmila, all on the eastern border of the

Punjab; while his famous son Sivi Auslnara originated

the Sivis or Sibis in Sivapura.
597

It is very difficult to reject or accept the Puranic tradition

without any further evidence. However, as regards their conne-

ction with Uslnara, we may say that scholars are somewhat
confused by differing versions by varied text with regard to the

territory ruled over by him.598 The Rgveda, the Jatakas as

well as the accounts of Fahien and Hiuen Tsang connect the

Usmaras with a region farther to the north-west in Swat Valley,

a part of the ancient Mahajanapada of Gandhara; while the

Aitareya Brahmana, the Kausltak! Upanisad and the Kathasa-

ritsagara associate them to the region north of Haridwar near

the source of Ganges at Kanakhala.
It is possible that originally they were settled in the Swat

Valley but by the passage of time, they migrated to other places
as well. For example, we find that the Sibis were known to

Alexander's followers, living between the Indus and the

Akesines (Chenab).599

In the Mahabharata,600 the Yaudheyas are described as

having been defeated by Arjuna, along with the Malavas and

Trigarttas^
In the Sabhaparvan,6 i the Yaudheyas together

with the Sibis and the Trigarttas are represented as having

paid homage to Yudhisthira. In the Dronaparvan,
602 we find

that an epithet 'Adrija' meaning 'mountain-born', is used for

the Yaudheyas.
The Yaudheyas were one of the republican tribes of the


