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Malava proper while the latter is lesser Malava with the diminu-

tive suffix 'fca'.309

Malava is the same as Malloi of the Greeks.310 Panini does

not mention them by name, but his sutra, V. 3. 117 speaks of

'ayudhajlvi samghas', or tribes living by the profession of arms,

and the Kasika says that amongst these samghas were the

Malavas and Ksudrakas.311 The Malava tribe is actually men-

tioned in the Mahabhasya of Patanjali.
312

The Mahabharata couples the Malavas with the Tri-

garttas,
313 as well as with the Sivis and Ambasthas.314 But

soon they migrated southwards and settled somewhere in Rajas-

than where we find them at the time of Samudragupta.315

Many coins found at Nagar, 45 miles north of Kota, have the

legend.
"Malavanam jayah" (victory of the Malavas) in letters

belonging to the period from 250 B.C. to A.D. 250. According

to Cunningham these coins show that the existence of the

Malavas as a recognised and important clan, long before their

tribal constitution led to the establishment of their era.316 The

Malavas came into conflict with Nahapana's son-in-law Usava-

data who subdued them.317

According to the Puranas318 the Malavas are associated with

the Saurastras, Avantis, Abhiras, Suras, and Arbudas, dwell

along the Pariyatra mountains. Thus they seem to have occupi-

ed other territories besides the Punjab or Rajasthan. Pargiter

points out that even according to the Puranas the Malavas

lived in a 'mountanious' country, and were nowhere near pre-

sent Malwa. Malava king were taken as vratya and mostly
sudra in the Puranas.319

The Bhismaparvan of the Mahabharata mentions the western

(pratlcya) and northern (udlcya) sections of the Malavas.320

But the Ramayana locates the Malavas in the east.321 Kama-
sutra's commentator Jayamahgala, who flourished later than

the fourteenth century, says that Avantika, which is identical

with Ujjayini-desa, is apara-Malava*22 This has led some

writers to suggest that Malava proper is Dasarna. But Jaya-

mangala's geographical knowledge was not perfect.
323 His

remark on Malava is to be rejected as it runs counter to earlier

authorities. Rajasekhara mentions Malava, Avanti and Vidisa

and the Manjusri mentions Malava, Vidisa and Dasarna side


