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the Madrakas and other tribes in quest of Sita.254 The Madra

tribe or kingdom255 is mentioned in the Bhlsmaparvan of the

Mahabharata (chap.IX) and in Panini's grammar (II, 3, 73;

IV, 4, 67). The Madras held the Central portions of the

Punjab;
256

they appear in the Epic period to have occupied

the district of Sialkot, between the rivers Chenab and Ravi,257

or according to some between the Jhelum and the Ravi.258

S.B. Chaudhuri 259
says that the Madras held the portion in

the Doab between the Chenab and the Ravi, possibly com-

prising even a portion of the country between the Jhelum and

the Chenab, and thus abutted on Kaikeya on the West.

We get a clue to the inhabitance of the Madras from a verse

in the Karnaparvan of the Mahabharata 26 which refers to a

Madra, who had come to live among the Kurus, as yearning

for his return to his native place beyond the Sitadru and the

Iravati to enjoy the company of charming women.

Sakala (Pali-Sagala, modern Sialkot) was the capital of the

Madras identified 261 with Sanglawala-Tiba, to the West of the

Ravi. From the Milinda-panho, we learn that king Milinda

(Menander) a Graeco-Bactrian king, who became a convert to

Buddhism, was ruling over the Madda country with Sagala as

his capital which according to a Buddhist lexicon, was one of

the twenty ancient cities. 262 The brahminical name263 of the

Madra Capital was Sakala mentioned by Panini264 as Sankala.

In the Mahabharata 265 and the Jatakas 266 Sakala is described

as standing on the bank of the Apaga in a tongue of land

between two rivers, called the Sakaladvlpa, which corresponds
to the Rechna Doab.

We know from the Mahabharata about Salya, king of the

Madras (Madraraja). 267 After severe fighting, and many
vicissitudes, the Madra soldiers were killed by Arjuna.

268

The Madras are mentioned in the Puranas as well.269 The
Visnu Purana270 refers to the Madras along with the Aramas,

Parasikas, and others and in the Matsya Purana271 with

Gandhara, Yavana and others. The latter272 mentions king

Asvapati of Sakala in the kingdom of the Madras.

The Madras, according to the Arthasastra of Kautilya
27*

were a corporation of warriors and people enjoyed the title of

rajan (rdjasabdopajivinah) ,
274


