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from 'vrata\ Thus the oldest meaning of 'Vrata' is a group of

people bound by holy ceremonies, bound by a vow to cult-

actions being derived from 'vrata
1

which is a vow taken in the

service of a god. The Vratinas, on the other hand, 'were

Aryans of a more primitive culture and religion, than the

orthodox brahmanas, and were organised in cult- unions and

both 'vratya
9 and 'vratina' being derived from 'vrata' are

"'members of the same holy union'. The only difference between

them apparently was that the Vratlna went to the brahmana

countries to perform the Vratya-work and were paid for it,

while the Vratyas acted in their own homeland.227

From all these considerations, we can see that the views of

Manu and the suggestion of B.C. Law are more tenable. In

the Nepala VamsavalT
;
the LicchavJs are allotted to the SQrya-

varhsa or solar race of the ksatriyas.
228 This is quite in agree-

ment with the fact elicited from the Buddhist records that they
were Vasisthas by Gotra, for we know from the Aitareya

Brahmana229 that the gotra or pravara (family) of a ksatriya is

the same as that of his purohita or family-priest. The Vasistha

gotra was, therefore, the gotra of their family priest, and we
know that the Vasisthas were the family priests of the kings of

the solar race, especially of the Iksvakus.230

11. Madrakas (No. I, L. 22):

One of the tribes subjugated by Samudragupta. We also know
of Madra as a personal name in No. 15, L. 8.

Madras claimed descent from an eponymous king Madraka,
son of Sibi Auslnara, and were septs of the family of Sivi

like the Kaikeyas.
231

According to Dr. Buddha Prakash 'Bhadra' was another

Variant of Madra. 232 But this view is not acceptable to us.

The Mahabharata233 mentions the Bhadras, but only in the

Bombay recension; the Calcutta recension has Madra. 234 We
know that Bhadra and Madra had independent existence, as

found in the legend of Bhadra Kakslvatl, bride of Vyusi-

tasva. 235 The queen had seven children, three Salvas and

four Madras.236

The Candravrtti on Candra237 informs us that Udumbara,

Tilakhala, Madrakara, Yugandhara, Bhulinga and Saradanda,

are the divisions of Salva (or Salva). The word Salva literally


