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that the Gupta emperors were vaisyas but this is wrong, as we

have shown that they were certainlynon-vaisyas.

Professions were not determined rigidly according to caste.

We find in our records that some brahmanas followed non-

brahmanical professions. Likewise some ksatriyas followed

non-ksatriya professions. We find in the Eran Stone Pillar

Inscription of Budhagupta, of the year 165 (No. 18) that

Matrvisnu, a brahmana, was a feudatory of the Guptas in

Central India. Indravisnu, and Varunavisnu the great grand-

father and grand-father respectively of the donor are described

as pious brahmanas who were engaged in spiritual and religious

pursuits. In the Inscription the heroic and victorious character

of Matrvisnu is stated. From the Indor Copper Plate Inscrip-

tion of Skandagupta of the year 146 (No. 16), we come to

know that two ksatriyas Acalavarman and Bhrukunthasimha

were merchants of the town of Indrapura in U.P.
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