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NAMES OF BRAHMANAS

Names ending in Bhatta

1. Devabhatta (No. 43, LL. 14-15; L. 26) :

Deva, the first part of the name, means 'god, heavenly or

divine'. The second part is a name-ending suffix used for learned

brahmanas. The ending Bhatta denoting a scholar later be-

came a surname, just as the English word 'Master' is under-

going a change in usage with the Gujarati-speaking people and

the word 'professor' may soon have with the Marathl-speaking

people.
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Devabhatta was a brahmana. He was an inhabitant of

Pundravardhana. He belonged to Vajasaneyacarana, and was

versed in the four Vedas.

2. Kurama(d)ravyabhatta (No. 39, L. 5) :

He is mentioned as a teacher of Chandoga (Veda}, with the

gotras Asva and Vajin. Kurama means bad (or misused) wealth

and 'ravya' means 'famous'; bhatta is a surname added to the

names of scholarly brahmanas. So the whole expression may
mean 'a teacher who is known for the ill use of his wealth'.

Though such queer names are actually in practice it is not un-

likely that in the present case it is the nick-name which has

been mentioned.

3. Visnupdlitabhatta (No. 39, L. 5) :

He was the son of Kuramaravyabhatta, a teacher of the Chan-

doga (Veda), with the gotras Asva and Vajin. The first part of

his name 'Visnupalita' literally means 'protected by god Visnu';

the second part 'bhatta' signifies a learned brahmana.


