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wins over lord Yama. This name has been very frequently used

in ancient literature. 38 We are not sure to what god the name

connotes the meaning.

Miscellaneous

1. Dhrtivisnu (No. 28, L. 10) :

The first part is Dhrti which means resolution or satisfac-

tion. It is a name based on virtue. The second part Visnu gives

no meaning to the first part; it has only been added probably

as the family deity.
39

2. Virocana (No. 28, L. 10) :

It is the name of the god Sun, literally meaning 'illumina-

ting'.
40 It is thus a case of the name of a god directly given

to a man which is against the rules prescribed by the Smrtis.

3. Yasodama (No. 43, L. 4, L. 17) :

Yasas means fame and dama means a garland,
41 the whole

thus meaning 'a garland of fame'. It was used as a proper

name quite frequently in ancient period.
42

NAMES OF THE VlTHl-MAHATTARAS (Vlthl-elders)

1. Ganda (No. 43, L. 4) :

According to lexicographers Ganda means 'the chief; best,

excellent'43 and thus can signify a hero. The term is also used

for the animal rhinoceros, so it can also be a case of a name
based on the name of an animal.

The custom of deriving names from animals was unknown
in the Vedic pericd.

44 But in Panini we find such references.45

2. Harisimha (No. 43, L. 5) :

The first part is Hari which is the name alike of Visnu,

Krsna, Moon, Vayu (the god of the Wind) and according to

lexicographers of Siva.46 The Second part 'sirhhcf has the

purpose only of a surname and does not give any sensible

meaning to the first part. In modern practice the word 'simha*

is used as a surname of ksatriya, thakur and rajput castes.

3. Jyesthadama (No. 43, LL.4-5) :

The first part of the word is Jyestha literally meaning elder.

Here it may stand for Jyestha Linga described in the Linga
Purana.4? The second part dama means 'a garland'.

48 The whole
thus literally means, 'a garland of Jyestha Linga' and testifies


