
50 PERSONAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

Governor of Surastra in the reign of Skandagupta who restored

the break in the Sudarsana lake and renewed the embankment.

It has been shown by Charpentier that he was an Iranian.70

We find many Iranians adopting names after Hindu gods.
71

Cakrapalita means 'one protected by the disc (bearer)', i.e., a

devotee of Visnu, a name adopted after this person became a

Vaisnava (Hindu).
72

3. Ciratadatta (No. 34, L. 2, L. 3) :

The first part Cirata can be a Prakritization of the word Kirata

which is the name of Siva (the god Siva in the form of a wild

mountaineer or Kirata as opposed to Arjuna).
73 Hence the

complete expression would literally mean 'begotton by the

grace of Kirata'.

4. Jayadatta(No. 33, L. 3) :

It is the name of an Uparika-mahdrdja in the reign of Budha-

gupta. Jaya is the name of Arjuna (son of Pandu).
74 The

second part 'datta' is a surname. It may thus be a name based on

the Epic. It may also be noted that Jayadatta was the name of a

Bodhisattva.75

5. Vijayasena (No. 52, L. 16) :

He was a dutaka, mahdpratihdra, a mahapllupati, an uparika of

five adhikaranas , an uparika over a pati, an uparika over a

purapala, a mahardja and Sn mahdsdmanta during the reign of

Vainyagupta. The name can literally mean *one whose army

always wins'.

Names of
'

Kumdrdmdtyas

1. Kulavrddhi (No. 44, L. 1) :

One of the Kumdrdmdtyas in the time of Kumaragupta I. This

is a very good name which literally means 'one who increases

the family'. A son is always considered to continue the genea-

logical sequence and hence to increase the family.

2. Prthivisena*77 (No. 39, L. 7) :

The son of Sikharasvamin, the minister, and the kumdrdmdtya
mahdbalddhikrta of Candragupta II. He himself was the minis-

ter, the kumdrdmdtya and mahdbaiddhikrta of Kumaragupta I.

His grandfather was Visnupalitabhatta,
78 the son of Kuramara-

vyabhatta
79 of the gotras Asva and Vdjin and who was a teacher

of Chandoga (Veda).


