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that Vyasa would go on singing unceasingly, so that he

might not have to stop the iron pen. Vyasa said that

while he would be singing the poems without stopping,

Ganapati should not take down this and that without

grasping the meaning. Both agreed to this condition

and the composing of the Mahabharata commenced.
Within two years and a half the great poetic work was
finished. The great disciples of Vyasa, such as VaiSam-

payana, Jaimini and such others sang them and learned

them by heart and published them in the world. (M.B.
Adi Parva, Chapter 1).

7) ManyVydsas. It is stated in the Puranas that in

every Manu's age, a Vyasa will be born. It is mention-

ed in Visnu Purana, AmSa 3, Chapter 3, as to who
were the persons who took birth as Vyasa in a parti-

cular Manu's age and which were the Vedas and

branches of Vedas they had divided. It is given below:

During the age of Manu Vaivasvata, in each of the

past Dvaparayugas, the Veda had been divided by
great hermits, twentyeight times. Twentyeight Veda-

Vyasas have passed, each of whom had divided the

Veda into four parts in each Dvapara Yuga. It was

Brahma himself who had divided the Veda into four in

the first Dvaparayuga. Prajapati was the Vedavyasa in

the second Dvaparayuga. In the third, Vyasa was the

teacher-priest Sukra; in the fourth Brhaspati; in the

fifth the Sun; and in the sixth the all powerful Dharma-

raja. It was Indra in the seventh, Vasistha in the

eighth, Sarasvata in the ninth, and Tridhama in the

tenth. It was Trisikha in the eleventh, Bharadvaja in

the twelfth, Antariksa in the thirteenth, Varni in the

fourteenth, Trayyaruna in the fifteenth, Dhananjaya in

the sixteenth, Kratunjaya in the seventeenth and Jaya
in the eighteenth. Next Bharadvaja comes as Vedavyasa
and Gautama after Bharadvaja. It was hermit Harya-
tma who was the next Vyasa, and then comes Vajasra-
vas. The Next Vyasa was Trnabindu born in the clan

of Somas'usma. He was followed by Rksa. otherwise

called Valmiki born in the family of Bhrgu. Sakti is

the Next Vyasa. After that Parasara, then Jatukarna
and then Krsnadvaipayana. They are the twentyeight
Vedavyasas. Each one of these had divided the Veda
which had been one at the beginning of each Dvapara-
yuga, into four Vedas. It is Asvatthama, the son of

Drona, who is going to be the Vedavyasa of the coming
Dvaparayuga.
8) Other details.

(i) Most of the scholars are of opinion that the period
of Vyasa was between 1800 and 1500 B.C.

(ii) Apantaratamas was the rebirth of Vyasa. (See
under Apantaratamas) .

(iii) In Mahabharata, the word Krsna, Krsnadvaipa-
yana, Dvaipayana, Satyavatisuta, Satyavatyatmaja,
Parasarya, Paras' aratmaja, Badarayana, Vedavyasa etc.

are used as synonyms of Vyasa.

( iv) The word Vyasa means he who describes elabora-

tely.

"He became Vyasa because he had described all the

Veda^". (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 63, Stanza 88).
Vyas=describe (Differentiate the branches and divide).

VYASASTHALT. An ancient holy place on the border of
Kuruksetra. It is said that because of his grief due to

the separation of his son, Vyasa tried to commit suicide

at this place. He who visits this place would get the

fruits of giving thousand cows as alms. (M.B. Vana
Parva, Chapter 83, Stanza 93) .

VYASAVANA. A forest near Kuruksetra. It is men-
tioned in Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 83,
Stanza 93, that he who bathes in the holy bath named

Manojavati tirtha in this forest, would get the fruits of

giving thousand cows as alms.

VYASVA. A King. It is stated in Mahabharata, Sand
Parva. Chapter 127, Stanza 3, that this King remains
in the palace of Yama.

VYAVAHARA. It is mentioned in Manusmrti, Chapter
8, that administering the law was of eighteen types in

ancient India.

i) Pertaining to giving and taking,

ii) Pertaining to the property entrusted to another
for keeping.

iii) Selling the property by anybody other than its

owner.

iv) Appropriating gain to oneself in a combined
transaction.

v) Not handing over the property which was given as

a gift.

vi) Non-payment cf salary,

vii) Disobeying orders.

viii) Retaining and doubting the ownership after the

completion of a transaction of selling or buying,
ix) A law suit between the owner of the cattle and the

cowherd or shepherd,

x) Dispute about boundary.
xi) Striking another.

xii) Reviling others

xiii
)
Theft and robbery,

xiv) Violence,

xv
) Stealing another's wife.

xvi) Matrimonial responsibilities,

xvii) Partition.

xviii) Gambling.
Whenever difference of opinion arises between two

persons on any of the matter given above, the King
should interfere and make a decision. For one reason

or another, if the King could not attend the court,
three learned Brahmins should enter the court and
conduct the trial sitting or standing, and they should

not conduct the trial walking to and fro. This was the

practice of courts in ancient India.

VYOMA. A King born in the dynasty of Bharata, the

son of Dusyanta. It is mentioned in Bhagavata,Skandha
9, that Vyoma was the son of Dagarha and the father of

Jimuta.
VYOMARI. An eternal Vis"vadeva (deity concerned

with offerings to the Manes) . (Mahabharata, AnuSasana

Parva, Chapter 91, Stanza 35).

VYOMASURA. Son of Mayasura. For the story how
Krsna killed this asura, see under Krsna, para 24.

VYCDHORU (VYCDHORASKA). One of the hundred
sons of Dhrtarastra. Mention is made in Mahabharata,
BhTsma Parva, Chapter 96, Stanza 23, that Vyudhoru
was killed by Bhimasena in the battle of Bharata.

VYtJHA. (Disposition of an army). Disposition of an

army of four parts, (infantry, cavalry, elephants
and chariots) in the battlefield, the arrangement
of it, in various forms. It is said that during the period
of Mahabharata, there were various forms of disposition
of the army. Some of them are given below ;


