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within this short period Grhapati learned the whole of

Sangaveda and obtained long life from Siva.

VI&VANATHA. A Sanskrit literary critic who lived in

India in the 14th century A.D. Sahityadarpana is the

most important work of this poet of Orissa. This work

on criticism in ten chapters, deals with all the aspects ol

a literary work.

Kuvalayasvacarita, Raghuvilasa, Prabhavati, ^andra
.'

kala,Narasimharajavijaya etc. are the other works of this

author. Most of these are not yet found. Kuvalayasva-

carita is a poetic work in Prakrta and Raghuvilasa is a

great poetic work. Prabhavati and Candrakala are

dramas. Narasirhharaja is a historic work.

VlSVAPATI. The second son of the Agni (fire) calk

Manu. It is mentioned in the Vedas that this fire is
j

King of all the worlds. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 221

Stanza 17). _ .

VlSVARANDHI. The son of Prthu, a King of the Solar

dynasty. He was the father of the King Candra and

grandfather of Yuvanasva. (DevlBhagavata,Skandna 7)

VISVARUCI. A Gandharva King. At the time ot

emperor Prthu, when the Gandharvas made the earth a

cow and 'milked her for various things, it was the

Gandharva Visvaruci who did the mi Iking. (M.B. Drona

Parva, Chapter 69, Stanza 25) .

VISVAROPA I. A Raksasa (giant). Mention is made

in Mahabharata, Sabha Parva, Chapter 9, Stanza 14,

that this giant sits in the palace of Vartma glontymg

him. -17--

VlSVAROPA II. The son of Tvasta, the son of Visva-

karma. This VHvarupa is also known as Tnsiras. (For

further details see under Indra, Para 7) .

VISVAROPA. The wife of Sage Dharma. It is stated

in Vayu Purana that from sage Dharma, a daughter

named Dharmavrata was born to Visvarupa.

VISVASAMBHU. A fire. Rgveda, Mandala I, Anuvaka

2, Sukta 24, states that this fire exists in water.

VISVAVASU I A brother of Parasurama, who had tour

brothers named Rumanvan, Suhotra, Vasu and Visva-

vasu. (Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 58) .

VISVAVASU II.

'

A Gandharva King. The following

information about this King is taken from the Puranas.

(i) The father of this Dcvagandharva was Prajapati

KaSyapa and his mother was Pradha. (M.B. Adi Parva,

Chapter 25, Stanza 47).

(ii)
Pramadvara was born to Visvavasu by the celestial

maid Menaka. (See under Pramadvara).

(iii) Visvavasu was present at the Birth-festival ol

Arjuna. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 122, Stanza 22).

(iv) This Vi-'vavasu learned from Soma, Caksusividya

(the art of seeing all) and taught Citraratha a

Gandharva the same art. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 1 b9,

Stanza 43) .

(v) He was present at the Svayathvara (marriage) of

Draupadi. (M.B. Adi Parva, Chapter 1.86, Stanza 7).

(vi) Vi'vavasu stays in the palace of Indra glorifying

him. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 7, Stanza 22).

(vii) It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Sabha Parva,

Chapter 10, Stanza 25, that he stays in the palace

Kubera praising him.

(viii) This Gandharva recited a poem at the sacrifice

performed by Jamadagni. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter

90, Stanza 18).

(ix) Kabandha, the asura, who stopped Rama and

Laksmana, was the changed form of Visvavasu by a

curse (See under Kabandha).

(x) It was this Visvavasu who played the lute in 1

sacrifice performed by emperor Dilipa. (M.B. Drona

Parva, Chapter 61, Stanza 7).

(xi) Once Visvavasu asked hermit Yajnavalkya twenty-

four questions. When he got satisfactory answers, the

Gandharva returned to heaven. (M.B. Santi Parva,

Chapter 318, Stanza 26).

(xii) It was Visvavasu and some other Gandharvas who

took away UrvasI from Pururavas. (See under Purura-

(xui") At the time of emperor Prthu, when the earth was

milked, the thing the Gandharvas got were those befitt-

ing them, In the course of the milking Visvavasu stood

as the calf. (Bhagavata, Skandha 4).

VISVAVEDl. A minister of King Saun. This mmistei

wanted the King to be just. Sauri and his four brothers

Khanitra, Udavasu, Sunaya and Maharatha were the

sons of Prajapati. The main ruler of the kingdom was

Khanitra. The others were Governors of the. East, West

North and South divisions of the kingdom. The four

brothers had a priest each named Suhotra, Kusavarta,

Pramati and Vasistha respectively.

Visvavedi gathered these four priests together and

created four wicked fairies and sent them against

Khanitra the King. The fierce fairies attacked Khanitra.

But because of his purity and cleanliness the fairies

had to admit defeat. The fairies came back and

attacked their creators, the four priests and Visvaved)

who had planned the programme, and killed all the live

of them. (Markandeya Purana, Chapter 314).

V1SVAYU. An eternal ViSvadeva (gods concerned with

offering to the Manes). (Mahabharata, Anusasana

Parva, Chapter 91, Stanza 34).

VITA A ball made of wood. The Kaurava boys played

with this ball and by accident the Vita fell in a well. It

is mentioned in Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter UO,

Stanza 17, that the teacher Drona recovered it from the

well by shooting a number of arrows, one upon the tail

of another.

VITABHAYA. A King of the Puru dynasty. He was the

son of the King Manasvl and father of King Sundu.

(Agni Purana, Chapter 278).

VITABHUTA. An asura. Mention is made m Maha-

bharata, Sabha Parva, Chapter 9, Stanza 65, that this

asura stays in the palace of Varuna praising and wor-

shipping him.

VlTADHVAJA. A King of the dynasty ofJanaka He

was the son of Dharmadhvaja and the brother of Krta-

dhvaja. Vitadhvaja had a son named Khandikya.

(Bhagavata, Skandha 9).

VITADRU A Yadava. It is mentioned in Mahabharata,

Sabha Parva, Chapter 14, that Vitadru was one of the

seven Kings of the Yadu dynasty _

VlTAHAVYA Another name of King Ekavira, otti

wise known as Haihaya. (For further details see under

'

A part of Patala (underworld) . (For details

see under Patala ) .

VITANDAVADA. When arguments, which do n

either to establish one's own points or to cut the points

of the opponent, are employed in a debate it is called

Vitandavlda. (M.B. Sabha Parva, Chapter 36, Stanza

4).

'


