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everything. They tried the woman. At last she admitted

the crime. They expelled her and drove her away. After

this the travellers returned to their homes. (Kathasarit-

sagara, Madanamancukalambaka, Taranga 6).

VIS\UDHARMA. A child of Garuda. (Mahabharata,
Udyoga Parva, Chapter 101, Stanza 13).

VISISUJVARA. A great disease used by people to defeat

their enemies. The antidote for Visnujvara is Siva-

jvara. In ancient days, in the fight between Sri Krsna
and liana, Sivajvara was sent against Sri Krsna by
Bana and to prevent it Sri Krsna sent Visnujvara
against Bana. (Bhagavata, Skandha 10).

VISyULOKA. Vaikuntha. It is mentioned in Devi

Bhagavata, Skandha 7, that this world is situated on
the top of Maha Meru along with the worlds of Indra,

Agni, Yama, Siva, Brahma etc.

VIS>
TUMATl. The queen of the king named

Satanlka. Sahasranika was the son born to Visnumatl
and Satanika. (Kathasaritsagara, Kathamukhalambaka,
Tarauga 1

)
.

VISISUPADA. A place at the source of the river Ganga
See under Ganga.

VIS^UPADATlRTHA. A holy place. It is stated in

Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 83, that by bath-

ing in this place and worshipping Vamana, one could
attain the world of Visnu. This place is on the bank
of the river Vipasa. It is mentioned in Drona Parva,
Chapter 8, that Arjuna, in his dream, had travelled with
Sri Krsna to the world of Siva and had, on the way,
visited this holy place.

VIS1SUPA5IJARA. A Mantra (spell) taught to Devi

KatyayanI by Siva. (See under Parvati).

VIS]yUPUjA. (Form of worshipping Visnu). There are
conventions regarding the form of worship of Visnu
and his satellite gods. The general form of that worship
is given below :

LaksmI, Ganga, Dhata, Vidhata, Yamuna, Navanidhis

(nine treasures), Vastupurusa, Sakti, Kurma (turtle)
Ananta (serpent) and Prthivi (Earth) arc the satellites

of Visnu. First you must bow before Acyuta, (Visnu)
with all his satellites. Then worship Dharma (Virtue)
Wisdom, self-renunciation, Supernatural power and
Lawlessness, Ignorance, Want of Self -renunciation and
want of supernatural powers, and then Bulb, Stalk,
Lotus, Filament and pericarp of the lotus and, the four

Vedas, four Yugas (ages) and the three attributes,
Sattva (purity) Rajas (passion) and Tamas (darkness).
After this the three Mandalas (regions)of Arka (the Sun)
Soma (the Moon) and Vahni (fire). After this the nine

powers should be worshipped. Vimala, UtkarsinI, Jnana,
Kriya, Yoga, Prahva, Satya, Kanti and Isa are the nine

powers. In the same way, Durga, SarasvatI, Ganapati
and Ksetrapala also should be worshipped. As the next

step heart, head, lock of hair, armour, eyes and the

weapons should be worshipped. Then worship the

conch, the Discus the club, the lotus, the mark Srivatsa,
the Kaustubha, the Vanamala, the Earth, Guru and
Garuda. With prayer and oblations offered to Indra,
Agni, Yama, Nirrti, Varuna, Vayu, Kubera, Is"a,

Ananta and Brahma, who are the guardians of the ten
directions and the weapons and conveyance and
Kumuda and the others

( the four mountains standing
near the Maha Meru) and Visvaksena (Visnu) Visnu-

puja will be finished. By performing this worship of

Visnu and his satellites, one could attain all one's wish-
es. (Agni Purana, Chapter 21)

VISNUPURA^A. One of the eighteen Puranas. Visnu
Purana is the description of the activities in Varaha
Kalpa (the age of Varaha Boar) . There are twenty-
three thousand granthas in this Purana. It is stated in

Agni Purana, Chapter 272, that if this book Visnu
Purana is given as a gift along with cow and water on
the full moon day of the month of Asadha, the giver
would attain the city of Visnu. (For further details see
under Purana) .

VISKfURATA. Another name of Pariksit.

VISrsUSARMA. See under Sivas"arma.'

VISWVRATA. A Vrata (fast or vow) taken thinking
of Visnu in mind. By taking this vow, one could get
what one desires for.

Worship Visnu, after bathing his image on the first day
of the vow of four days, beginning with the second day
of the bright lunar fortnight in the month of Pausa,
with mustard; on the next day with gingelly seeds; on
the third day with Orris root and on the fourth day
with all the medicinal herbs. 'All the medicinal herbs',
means medicine such as Manci, Oris root, Costus,
Bitumen ( stone juice) , Saffron, Curcuma, bulb of

Kaccuri, Flower of Michelia Champaca and bulb of

Cyperus grass. After bathing the image as given above,
Visnu must be exalted on the first day by the name
Krsna, on the second day by the name Acyuta, on the
third day, by the name Ananta and on the fourth day,
by the name. Hrslkesa. The worship should be perform-
ed by offering flower, on the feet on the first day, on
the navel on the second day, on the eyes on the third

day and on the head on the fourth day, and Candra
should be given oblations and exalted by names such
as Sasi on the first day, Candra on the second

day, Sasanka on the third day and Indu on the fourth

day. It is ordained in Chapter 177, of Agni Purana,
that the worship of Visnuvrata should be conducted in

this way. This is a form of worship observed by Kings,
women and Devas (gods) .

VIS^UVRDDHA. A King. He was the son of Trasa-

dasyu. It is mentioned in Brahmanda Purana that Visnu-
vrddha who was a Ksatriya by birth, became a Brahmin
by penance.

VISIVUYASAS. Another name of Kalkl. (For further
details see under Kalki) .

VlSOKA I. The charioteer ofBhimasena. In theBharata-
battle Bhagadatta struck him and he fell unconscious.

(M.B. Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 95, Stanza 76).
VlSOKA II. A prince of Kekaya. It is mentioned in

Mahabharata, Drona Parva, Chapter 82, Stanza 3, that

this prince was killed by Karna in the battle of Bharata.
VlSOKA III. A Yadava prince born to Krsna by

Trivakra. This prince who was the disciple of Narada
had written the book. "Satvatatantra". (Bhagavata,
Skandha 10).

VlSOKA I. Mention is made in Mahabharata, Sabha
Parva, Daksinatyapatha, Chapter 38, that Sri Krsna
had a wi*e called Visoka.

VlSOKA II. An attendant of Subrahmanya. (M.B.
Salya Parva, Chapter 46, Stanza 5).

VlSRAVAS. Father of Ravana.
1

)
General Information. Visravas was the son born to

Pulastya the son of Brahma, by his wife Havirbhuk.
The son VaiSravana was born to him by his wife


