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do penance. Chaya disguised as Sarhjna served Surya
for a very long period. Surya begot of her two child-

ren, Sanaiscara and Tapati. Besides these, Surya had
another daughter named Savitri also. (Chapter 47,

Bhavisya Purana).
3

) Marriage. There was a mighty king in the Lunar
race called Rksa in the beginning of Krtayuga. He
had a son named Sarhvarana. He was made king of
his country by his father even while he was a boy.
He was a pious and righteous man. Vasisjha was his

Guru and he taught Sarhvarana the Vedas along with
the Angas.
Once Samvarana entrusting the administration of the

state to Vasisjha went to do penance in the forests. On
his way he followed a deer for a long distance on horse-

back and reached a deep forest named Vaibhraja
alone. There he saw a lotus pond full of blossomed
lotuses and Kalhara flowers. Celestial maidens were

playing there without interruption. Amcng them he
saw a very beautiful maiden. She was Tapati daugh-
ter of Surya. Even at first sight they became lovers.

The king looking at her lost his balance and fell from
the horse. At once great and charming Gandharvas
approached the king and sprinkling water on his face

brought him back from swoon. Tapati was also upset
and the other nymphs took her to her father's house
and consoled her.

Samvarana returned on horse-back to his residence
the city of Pratistha. But the king neither slept nor ate

any food. The sage Vasistfia knew that all the ail-

ments of the king were due to his love for Tapati,
daughter of Surya. So he flew up by his yogic powers
and met Surya sitting in his chariot in all splendour.
The sage described to Surya the love affair between
Samvarana and Tapati and pleaded on behalf of the

king for giving Tapati to Samvarana. Surya was
pleased to hear that and sent Tapati along with
Vasistha to Samvarana. Before long the marriage of

Tapati with Sarhvarana was celebrated solemnly at

Pratisthanagara. The celebrated emperor Kuru was
the son born to Tapati of Samvarana. (Chapter 21,
Vayu Purana).

4) . How she got that name. Because she was the

daughter of Surya who makes the sky hot (tapa) by
his brilliance, she was called Tapati. (Sloka 6, Chapter
171, AdiParva).
5) . Tapati becomes nver Narmada. Surya, father of

Tapati, blessed her and said she would thereafter
flow west from the Vindhya as a river named Narmada.
The present holy river Narmada is but Tapatldevi
transformed. (Chapter 47, Bhavisya Purana).

TAPATYA. Kuru was the son born to king Samvarana
of his wife Tapati. All the descendants of Kuru were
known as Kauravas and because they were of the

generation of Tapati, they were known as Tapatyas also.

The young Gandharva, Citraratha, who fought against
Arjuna on the banks of the river, Ganga addressed

Arjuna as Tapatya. (Sloka 79, Chapter 169, Adi
Parva) .

TAPOLOKA. The place of abode of Vairajas who could
not be burnt by fire. This is above Dhruvapada by
eleven crores of yojanas. (Chapter 7, Am.' a 2, Visnu
Purana).

TAPTAKUMBHA. A hell. There are twentyeight hells

according to Visnu Purana including Taptakumbha.
TAPTAMDRTI. A hell. (See the section Naraka under

Kala) .

TARA. A monkey who was a devotee of Sri Rama.
This big monkey was the son of Brhaspati. Brhaspati
made this monkey greater in size and intellect than

all other monkeys. This Tara was the minister of Bali.

(Sloka 10, Sarga 17, Bala Kanda, Valmiki Ramayana
and Uttara Ramayana). In the Rama-Ravana battle

this monkey fought against the demon Nikharvata.

(Sloka 9, Chapter 285, Vana Parva) .

TARA I. Wife of Bali, best of Vanaras (monkeys).
There are two stories different from each other regard-

ing the birth of Tara. One version is that Tara was
born during the churning of the Milk-Ocean.

Airavata, Uccaissravas, Kalpavrksa, Cintamani,
Kaustubha, Candra, Apsarases, Mahalaksmi Tara
and Ruma rose from the sea of Milk. (Yuddha
Kanda, Kamba Ramayana). The second version is

that Tara was the daughter of Susena. Bali at the time

of his death is said to have spoken thus of his wife Tara

"Tara, daughter of Susena, is well learned and is

capable of assessing a situation and suggesting the

correct thing to be done at that time. If she says a

thing is good, it is never otherwise." (Chapter 22,
Kiskindha Kanda, Valmiki Ramayana) . From this it

can be understood that Tara was the daughter of

Susena and we get an idea of the character of Tara also

from this. (See under Bali) .

TARA II. Wife of Brhaspati. She was extremely beauti-

ful. Once she fell in love with Candra (Moon) and

leaving her husband started living with him. Candra
was the disciple of Brhaspati. The devas were angry
when they found the wife of their preceptor staying
with a disciple of his. Brhaspati sent word to her to

return home but she did not heed. At last the Devas
decided to fight against Candra. Then they came to a

compromise and Tara was sent back to Brhaspati. In

due course Tara delivered a son. He was Budha, father

of Pururavas. There arose then a dispute between

Candra and Brhaspati regarding the fatherhood of the

child. Then the Devas called Tara and asked her to

name the child's father. Tara said that the child was
of Candra and so Budha was looked after at the house

of Candra. (9th Skandha, Bhagavata) .

TARADATTA. Wife of Kalingadatta, King of Taksas ila

situated on the shores of the river Vitasta. Once a

celestial maiden named Surabhidatta came to be born

as the daughter of Taradatta due to a curse of Indra.

She was then called Kalingasena. (See under Dharma-

datta) .

TARAKA (TARAKASURA) I. An asura chief (demon).
This demon even while he was very young did penance
to propitiate Siva and got a boon to the effect that

none other than a son born to Siva should be able to

kill him. He became arrogant with the power of this

boon and soon became a terror to the world. Then to

kill Tarakasura Subrahmanya was born as the son of

Siva. In the great battle between the devas and the asuras

Taraka was killed by Subrahmanya.
Tarakasura was the father of Taraksa, Kamalaksa and

Vidyunmalika. (See under Subrahmanya) . (Sloka 5,

Chapter 33, Kama Parva).


