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verses. The six Khandas are Srstikhanda, Bhumi-
khanda, Svargakhanda, Patalakhanda, Uttarakhanda
and Kriyayogasara. The Uttarakhanda describes

the importance of all months and also the lotus, the

seat of Brahma. This contains the stories of Sakuntala
and Sri Rama as described by Kalidasa in his works
Sakuntala and Raghuvarhsa which has made some
believe that this Purana was written after Kalidasa.
If this Purana is given as gift with a cow in the month
ofJyestha (June) it brings prosperity.

(vi) Varaha Purana. The mode of narration is in the

form of narrating the story by Varaha, the third incar-

nation of Visnu. The theme is about holy places and
mantras. It states that the goddess of earth prayed to

Mahavisnu and that prayer took the form of a goddess.
This book contains fourteen thousand verses. If one

copies down this Purana and gives it as gift along with
a golden image of Garuda on the full-moon day in the

month of Caitra (April) one will attain Visnuloka.

B. Puranas relating to Brahma.

(i) Brahma Purana. This is in the form of teachings by
Brahma to Daksa. This contains twentyfive thousand
verses. This is called Adi Purana also. There is a special
treatise in this book on Orissa, an ancient holy region
of Bharata. There is in this a special annexure explain-
ing the intimacy between Siva and Surya which is a
deviation from other Puranas. Brahma Purana states

about a suryaksetra (sun-temple) situated at a place
called Konarka near the holy place of Purl, installed

there in the year 1241 A.D. If this Purana along with

Jaladhenu is given as a gift on the full-moon day in the
month of Vaisakha (May) the donor will attain heaven,

(ii) Brahmdnda Purana. This deals with the origin of
the universe as told by Brahma. In the beginning
there was a golden egg and the prapanca (universe with
its activities) was formed out of it. Portions of Adh-
yatma Ramayana, references to Radha and Krsna and
the incarnation of ParaSurama are included in this.

This book contains twelve thousand verses and it is

believed to be uttama (best) to give this book as a gift
to a brahmin.

(iii) Brahmavaivarta Purana. This was instructed to
Savarnika by Narada. The theme is the story of
Rathantara. There are four kandas in this Purana called

Brahmakanda, Prakrtikanda, Ganes"akanda and Krsna-
janmakanda. This deals with Prapancasrsti (creation
of the universe). It says that Prapanca is nothing
but the Vaivartta

( transformation ) of Brahman.lt is

considered to be holy to give this book containing eighteen
thousand verses as a gift on the full-moon day in the
month of Magha (February).

(iv) Markandeya Purana. This is one of the ancient
Puranas. There are many stories regarding Indra,
Surya and Agni in this. This includes a division called

Devlmahatmya containing praises about the goddess
Durga. This contains nine thousand verses and it is

considered as uttama (best) to give this book as a gift
to a brahmin on a full-moon day in the month of
Karttika (November) .

(v) Bhavisya Purana. This is what is told to Manu by
Surya (Sun) . This contains statements about future
events. The book praises the worship of Surya (Sun),
Agni (fire) and Naga (serpent). There is an annexure

dealing with the several holy places of Bharata and the

rights of pilgrims. The book contains fourteen thousand
verses and it is considered to be uttama (best) to give
this book along with treacle as a gift to a brahmin on
the full-moon day in the month of Pausa (January) .

(
vi

)
Vamana Purana. There is a great similarity between

the contents of this Purana and that of Varaha Purana.
All the incarnations of Visnu from Vamana downwards
are described in this Purana. The scene of Siva marry-
ing Parvati is vividly described in this book. This

Purana contains ten thousand verses and it is considered

to be uttama
(
best

)
to give this book as a gift in the

autumn season or at the time of Visuva to a brahmin.
C. Puranas relating to Siva.

(i) Vayu Purana. This Purana is told by Vayu. Bana-

bhatta who lived in the seventh century A.D. makes
references to this Purana in his works. There are many
references in this Purana about the Gupta Kings who
ruled Bharata in the 4th century A.D. So it is believed

that this Purana must have been written in the fifth or

sixth century A.D The book contains plenty of verses

in praise of Siva. There are fourteen thousand verses in

the Vayu Purana and it is considered to be best to give
this book as a gift to a brahmin on the full-moon day
in the month of Sravana (August )

.

(ii) Linga Purana. This contains instructions of Siva on
Dharma sitting in the form of liriga (Phallus). The
twentyeight different forms of Siva are described in

this. This contains twelve thousand verses and if this

book is given as a gift to a brahmin with tiladhenu on
the full-moon day in the month of Phalguna ( March)
the donor will attain Sivasayujya.

(iii) Skdnda Purana. This Purana is narrated by
Skanda. The theme is the slaughter of the demon
Tarakasura by Skanda (Subrahmanya). There is a

great similarity between this Purana and the Kumara-
sambhava of Kalidasa. There are eightyfour thousand
verses in this Purana and giving this book as a gift is

thought to be good.
(iv) Agni Purana. This Purana was instructed to the

sage Vasistha by Agnideva. There are several refer-

ences in this to Sivalinga and Durgadevi. The incarna-

tions ofRama and Krsna are also dealt with in this.

Distinct from other Puranas this book deals with arts

and science like Kavyalankaranatakas (Poems, dramas,

figures of speech ) , Jyotiss astra ( Astronomy) and Silpa-
kala (architecture). This Purana contains twelve

thousand verses and is capable of imparting knowledge
on all arts and sciences.

(v) Matsya Purana. This Purana was taught to Manu
by Matsya, the incarnation of Visnu, The incarnation

of Matsya is dealt in this. Several subjects like Jaina-
mata (religion of Jainism), Buddhamata (Buddhism),
Nafyas astra (histrionics) and Andhrarajavarhsa (king-
dom and Kings of Andhra) are discussed in this book.

The book contains thirteen thousand verses and this is

to be given as gift along with a golden image of a fish

at the time of Visuva.

(vi) Kurma Purana. This Purana is taught by Kurma-
murti (incarnation of Visnu as Kurma (tortoise) while

narrating the story of Indradyumna at Patala. All the

seven islands and seven oceans are described in this

book. Bharata is situated in the centre of all these and
is called Jambudvipa. Though it is believed that there

were four sarhhitas for this, only the Brahmasarhhita is

available now. It includes 1,'varaglta and Vyasagita,


