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After returning to Devaloka, Indra started planning to

kill Vajranabha. Vajranabhapuri was surrounded by sky-

scraping fortresses and admission inside was restricted.

He, therefore, called the gaily loitering swans of Deva-
loka to his side and told them thus : "Look here, swan
ladies. You should go to Vajranabhapurl and see

PrabhavatI and then describe to her the beauty and

goodness of Pradyumna. Your description should be
such that PrabhavatI should fall inlove with Pradyumna.
After that you should go to Pradyumna and tell him
about PrabhavatI in a similar way. On completing your
mission you should come and report to me."

Obeying the orders of Indra the swans flew to Vajra-
nabhapurl. They saw Prabhavati in a secluded spot and
told her just what they were asked to tell her. Then they
flew to the side of Pradyumna and told him about
Prabhavati. After successfully completing their mission

they flew to Devaloka. The marriage day of Prabha-
vati drew near. The swans went to Prabhavati again
and made her request her father to include the per-
formances of a dramatic troupe also in the programme
of marriage festivities. Vajranabha agreed and a troupe
was invited. The dramatic troupe comprised among
others many Yadava soldiers, Sri Krsna, Pradyumna
and his brothers, all in disguise. Their drama was Rama-
yana. The performance was superb and even Vajranabha
stood amazed at their skill. The troupe was encamped in

another palace and treated as royal guests. The compa-
nion maid of Prabhavati, Sucimukhl, united her with

Pradyumna during the dark hours of the night and they
spent the nights in amorous sports. The daughters of

Vajranabha's brother, CandravatI and Gunavati came
to know of these secret meetings and they requested
Prabhavati to find out suitable persons among the Ya-
davas for them also to enjoy with. Prabhavati intro-

duced them to Gada and Samba both sons of Krsna.
The amorous sports of all of them continued freely

during the nights.

When things progressed so far, Indra and Krsna persuaded
Pradyumna to kill Vajranabha. Pradyumna started a
war with Vajranabha and in the great battle that en-
sued Pradyumna killed Vajranabha. Pradyumna and
his brothers then took the demon girls to Dvaraka.

Pradyumna, Gada and Samba married Prabhavati,
Candravati and Gunavati respectively. By this time

Kasyapaprajapati returned to Devaloka after his long
yaga. (Visnu Purana, Chapters 91 to 95).

PRABHU. A soldier of Subrahmanya. (Sloka 69,

Chapter 45, Salya Parva) .

PRABUDDHA. A king born of the line of Priyavrata,
son of Manu. (4th Skandha, Bhagavata).

PRACAiyDA. A demon. Pracanda fought against Kartti-

keya in the fight between Paramasiva and the Tripuras.
(Chapter 1, Ganega Purana).

PRACETAS. The emperor Prthu, had two virtuous sons

named Antardhana and Vadi. Antardhana got a son
named Havirdhana of his wife Sikhandini. Dhisana of
the race of Agni became the wife of Havirdhana She

got of Havirdhana six sons named Pracinabarhis, Sukra,
Gaya, Krsna Vraja and Ajina. (Chapter 14, ArhJa 1,

Visnu Purana) . Pracinabarhis had ten sons named
Pracetas.They were Prajapatis. Daksawas born of the ten

Prajapatis to Varksi alias Marisa. Therefore he got the

name Pracetas. (Sloka 5, Chapter 75, Adi Parva).

PRAClNAVlTA. Wearing of an upper apparel or sacred

thread by brahmins on the left shoulder and through
the right arm-pit is called Upavita and vice versa is

called Pracinavita. If it is worn as a necklace it is called

Nivita. (Chapter 2, Sloka 63, Manusmrti).
PRACINABARHIS. A prajapati. (For genealogy see

under Prthu).
Prthu got two sons named Antardhana and Vadi who
were very virtuous. A son named Havirdhana was
born to Antardhana of his wife Sikhandini. Dhisana
born of the family of Agni became the wife of Havir-

dhana and they got six sons named Pracinabarhis,

Sukra, Gaya, Krsna, Vraja and Ajina. Of these Pracina-

barhis became a great Prajapati. He carpetted the world
with darbha grass with its head turned towards the

east and thus got the name (Praci
= east

; barhis = bed
of Kuila grass) Pracinabarhis. He performed great

penance and married Savarna, daughter of the oceans.

They got ten sons who were called Pracetases and who were
all masters of dhanurveda (archery). They all perform-
ed penance for ten thousand years lying submerged
in water. Brahma persuaded Pracinabarhis to request
his sons to refrain from remaining unmarried. Pracina-

barhis informed his sons about Brahma's wish. They
sat in meditation in the ocean for ten thousand years
as per directions from their father and sang songs in

praise of Visnu. Mahavisnu was pleased and he gave
darsana (vision of god) to them on the surface of the

ocean itself with the brilliance of blue lotus. Pracetases

went into ecstasy when they saw Bhagavan coming to

them riding on the back of Garuda and they bowed
down in great devotion before him. Mahavisnu asked

them what they wanted and they reported they wanted
a boon for the progress and prosperity of the prajas.

Granting them the boon Mahavisnu disappeared
and the Pracetases went back to their father. (Chapter
14, Ariiia 1, Visnu Purana).

PRACINVAN. A king who was the son of Janamejaya
and grandson of Puru. His mother's name was Ananta.

This king conquered in one day all the countries in the

east (praci) and got his name Pracinvan. He got of his

wife Asmaki a son named Samyati. (Sloka 12, Chapter
95, Adi Parva). Pracinvan got a son named Manasyu.
(Chapter 278, Agni Purana) .

PRACYA. A place of habitation of Puranic fame.

(Sloka 58, Chapter 9, Bhlsma Parva) .

PRADATA. Visvadeva. (Sloka 32, Chapter 91, Anu-
sasana Parva) .

PRADlPAKA. A character in Pancatantra. (See under

Pancatantra) .

PRADHANA. An ancient Rajarsi. A learned woman
named Sulabha was born in his family and king Janaka
conducted scholarly discussions with her. (Sloka 184,

Chapter 320, Santi Parva) .

PRADOSA. The grandson of Dhruva. Pusparna, son of

Dhruva, begot of his wife Prabha three sons named
Pradosa, Nisitha and Vyusta. (Bhagavata, 4th

Skandha).
PRADVESI. Wife of Dlrghatamas. (See under Dlrgha-

tamas).
PRADYOTA I. A Yaksa. He was a member of the court

of Kubera. (Sloka 15, Chapter 10, Santi Parva).
PRADYOTA II. The first king of the dynasty of Pra-

dyota. He was the son of a king called Sunaka.

Pradyota is referred to as Sunakaputra in Vayu Purana.


