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4. Somapa (s). They are the sons of the sage Bhrgu and
are the manes of brahmins.
5. Havirbhuk (s). The sage Angiras is the father of
these Pitrs who are the manes of Ksatriyas.
6. Ajyapd (s) . These are the sons of the sage Pulastya
and are the manes of Vaisyas.
7. Sukalika (s). Sons of the sage Vasistha, these Pitrs

are the manes of the Sudras.

To the seven sages like Marici were born the pitrs and
to the pitrs were born the devasuras (devas and asuras)
and to the devasuras were born everything else in this

universe, animate and inanimate. (Chapter 3, Manu-
smrti) .

Performing a Sraddha (offering obsequial oblations
to the departed) is just like a yajna. The oblations
should be offered in either silver or silver cum copper
pots. Visvadevas are the guardians of the pitrs. There-
fore the oblations should be offered after worshipping
the Visvadevas first and then the pitrs and then Visnu.
(See under Sraddha).

PITRTlRTHA. The Kumbhlpakanaraka (the hell of

Kumbhipaka) in the land of the manes is called
Pitrtirtha. There is a story about this in Devi Bhaga-
vata :

Once the sage Durvasas with his body smeared with
ashes and wearing sacred berries went to Pitrloka mut-
tering "Sivasankara sarvatman srlmatarbhuvaneLvari".
The lord of the Pitrloka received him with respect and
worshipped him. While they were talking, Durvasas
heard cries of agony from somewhere and the sage
then asked Pitrnatha thus : "Oh lord of the Pitrs, I

have heard you described as a very virtuous man. How
can then such painful cries of distress be heard from
here? ''Oh, I am dying beaten", '"Oh, I am being killed"

"Oh, I am dying" and "Oh, I am being burnt" are
some of the woeful shrieks I hear. What is the reason
for this ?"

Hearing this Dharmaraja said : "Great sage, this is in
fact a land of virtue. Nothing but righteous things are
done here. I can tell you from where you hear that

"wail. The Yamapurl named Sarhyamanl is nearby.
There Yama sits to punish the sinners. Yama is a

dispenser of Justice and he has got several cruel and
mighty servants to carry out his orders. There are

eighty-six hells to punish the sinners and of these Kum-
bhipaka is the most horrible. Great sinners like those
who insult the gods, fornicators and those who insult
their parents are put in this hell and punished. You
are now hearing the cries of such sinners from that
hell."

Durvasas was curious to see the hell and the lord of
the Manes gave permission and asked his servants to
show Durvasas the Kumbhlpakanaraka. The hell was
found to change into a heaven The residents were
laughing, singing dancing and doing such acts of

happiness.
The servants of Yama were astonished and they went
and reported to Yamaraja this sudden change. Yamaraja
was also amazed to hear the news. He immediately
rode on his vehicle, the buffalo, to the hell to learn the
details personally. He could not find out the cause for
the change. The place looked like the Svargaloka of
Indra. King Yama sent a messenger to Indra with the
news and Indra at first thought that it must be due to

some maya and so came to the place swiftly on
his Airavata. The news spread and one by one Brahma,
Visnu, the Astadikpalakas (

the eight guardians of the

quarters) and all such people came to Kumbhlpaka-
naraka. Nobody could find an explanation for this

change and so Mahavisnu accompanied by a few devas
went to Kailasa and reported the matter to Siva and
Siva said smilingly "Oh Visnu, all this happened
because of the greatness of the holy ashes. When the

sage Durvasas bent down to have a good look at the

hell, particles of ashes from his body fell into the hell.

From that moment onwards Kumbhlpakanaraka be-
came a holy place for the Manes. This hell will hence-
forth be known as Pitrtirtha and those pitrs who bathe
in the holy pond there will become virtuous people.
Do install on the shore of this pond an idol of mine,
a Sivaliriga, and by my side the idol of Uma, which is

my power in an embodied form." The devas returned
and did as they were directed.

PITRVARTTI. See under Brahmadatta I.

PlVARl. Wife of Sukabrahmarsi, son of Vyasa. Suka
got of Pivari four sons named Krsna, Gauraprabha,
Bhuri and Devasruta and a daughter named Kirti. (See
under Suka) .

PLAKSADVIPA. One of the seven dvipas (islands). (See
under Saptadvipa.)

PLAKSAJATA. A tributary of river Gaiiga. It is believed
that this river is an incarnation of SarasvatI and that the
sins of those who drink the water of this river will vanish

(Chapter 169, Adi Parva).
PLAKSAPRASRAVA]VIATIRTHA. The place of origin

of the river SarasvatI. This is a very holy place
(Slokall, Chapter 54, Salya Parva).

PLAKSAVATARAiyA. A sacred spot at the place of

origin of Yamuna. The ancient people of Bharata used
to worship this place as a gate of Heaven.

( Sloka 4

Chapter 90, Vana Parva).
PLAKSAVATl. A river. This is referred to as a holy

river in the Puranas. (Sloka 25, Chapter 165, Anusasana
Parva).

PLAKSAYANA. A Vaiyakarana (grammarian). His
opinion on Visargasandhi (a point in grammar) is des-
cribed in Taittirlyapratisakhya.

POTAKA. A serpent born of the family of Kasyapa
(Sloka 13, Chapter 103, Udyoga Parva).

PRABAHU. A brave soldier who fought against the
Pandavas on the side of the Kauravas in the great battle
of Kuruksetra. He showered arrows on Abhimanyu.
(Chapter 37, Drona Parva).

PRABALAKA. A Yaksa. This Yaksa sat in the court of
Kubera and worshipped him. (Sloka 17, Chapter 10,
Santi Parva).

PRABHA I. A devl. This devi sits in the court of Brahma
worshipping him. (Chapter II, Santi Parva).

PRABHA II. A celestial maiden of Alakapurl. Once when
the sage Astavakra went to Alakapurl this maiden gave a
dance performance in his honour. (Sloka 45, Chapter 19,
Anu'asana Parva).

PRABHA III. Daughter of a danava called Svarbhanu.
She was married to king Ayus and Ayus begot of her
sons like Nahusa and others (Brahmanda Purana
3626) .

PRABHA IV. One of the two wives of King Pusparna.
(4th Skandha, Bhagavata) .


