
PIPPALASTHANA

power of universal attraction. This art is arvacina

(modern) ; you do not know Pracina because

you are illiterate. You take pride unnecessarily
for having done penance for three thousand years. Do
you know Sukarma, the wise son of Kundala ? He is

the man who has acquired this power of attraction.

There is no mahajnani (one possessing spiritual know-

ledge) like him anywhere else in this world. Sukarma
has given no gifts, he has not practised meditation, he
has not performed yagas or yajfias nor has he ever done
a pilgrimage. He has riot done any of these virtuous

deeds and yet he is well-versed in all the sastras and
Vedas. Even though he is a child you do not possess

enough knowledge to equal his. Why? Because he is

always engaged in the care and welfare of his parents.
You take pride in your achievements without reason."

Hearing that Pippalada went and met Sukarma. Pip-

palada knew that the bird was none other than Brahma
himself. They talked to each other for a long time and
then Pippalada admitted that Sukarma was a greater
man than himself. (Chapters 60-62, Padma Purana) .

PIPPALASTHANA. A division of land included in the

Jambudvlpa. ( Sloka 37, Chapter 6
, Bhisma Parva) .

P1PPALAYA. One of the nine sons born to Rsabhadeva
of his wife Jayantl. Pippfilaya was a very pious king.

(4th Skandha, Bhagavata)
PISACA I. (Devil, Satan)

1
) Origin. A malevolent being which is the very

manifestation of evil. Everybody, everywhere in the

world, from the very birth of this universe believed in

the presence of such a wicked soul. According to Hindu
Puranas, Pisaca is a creation of Brahma. In the begin-
ning Brahma created the eighteen prajapatis headed by
Daksa, the Yaksas, the Gandharvas and the Pisacas.

(Chapter 1, Adi Parva). This wicked being is called

in English a 'Devil'. This word is derived from the

Greek word 'diabolos'. People of the West and East

equally believe that PiSaca (Satan) is an enemy of men
and gods alike.

2) Bible and the Ptiaca. It is not clearly stated in Bible

how Satan was born but it is being referred to at several

places as a wicked soul which leads men to evil.

3) The Bharatiya Sarlkalpa. Pisaca, the creation of

Brahma, has taken important roles in the Puranic
stories. Though Pisaca is the instigator of all evils its

manifestation appears in many con texts in the Puranas:

(i) Pigaca lives in the court of Kubera and worships
him. (Sloka 16, Chapter 10, Sabha Parva).
(ii) Pi" aca lives in the court of Brahma and worships
him. ( Sloka 49, Chapter 1 1

, Sabha Parva) .

(iii) Pisaca lives in the Gokarnatlrtha and worships
Siva. (Sloka 25, Chapter 85. Vana Parva) .

(iv) Pi.'aca is the head of all evil spirits. Marici and

sages like him have created many evil spirits. (
Sloka 46,

Chapter 272, Vana Parva}.

(v) The bhutas (evil spirits) made Havana their king.

(Sloka 88, Chapter 275, Vana Parva) .

(vi) The food of Pisaca is flesh and its drink, blood.

(Sloka 9, Chapter 50, Drona Parva).

(vii) In the battle af Bharata, the horses attached to

the chariot of Alambusa were Pisacas. (Sloka 38,

Chapter 167, Drona Parva).

(viii) The Pi-'acas fought Kama acting as helpers to

Ghafotkaca. (Sloka 109, Chapter 175, Drona Parva).
(ix) Arjuna conquered the Pisacas at the time of
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Khandavadaha. ( Sloka 37, Chapter, 37; Kama Parva) .

(x) The Pisacas were present during the fight of

Arjuna with Kama (Sloka 50, Chapter 87, Kama
Parva) .

(xi) The PiSacas worship ParvatI and Paramesvara
doing penance on the top of the mountain Munjavan.
(Sloka 5, Chapter 8, Asvamedhika Parva).
(xii) During the time of Mahabharata many Pi: acas
incarnated as kings. (Sloka 6, Chapter 31, Asramvasika
Parva

)
.

PISACA II. AYaksa. (Sloka 16, Chapter 10, Santi

Parva).
PISACA III. An inhabitant of the country of Pi;'. aca in

ancient Bharata. These Pisacas fought against the
Kauravas on the side of the Pandavas during the great
battle. It was these pi:; acas that stood on the southern
side of the Krauncavyuha of Yudhisfhira in the great
battle. (Sloka 50, Chapter 50, Bhisma Parva) . A few
of these Pisacas were with Bhagadatta in the army of

Duryodhana. (Chapter 87, Bhisma Parva). Sri Krsna
cursed the pis acas. Chapter 11, Drona Parva).

PlSAIsIGA. A serpent born of the family of Dhrtarastra.
This serpent was burnt to death at the Sarpasatra of

Janamejaya. (Sloka 17, Chapter 57, Adi Parva).
PISTAKANAVAMI. See under Navamlvrata.
PITAMAHASARAS. A sacred place in the base of

the Himalayas. If one bathes in the holy pond there
one would get the benefit of doing an Agnistoma. (Sloka
148, Chapter 84, Vana Parva).

PlTHA. A demon. He was killed by Sri Krsna. (Sloka
5, Chapter 11, Drona Parva).

PITHARA. A daitya who was a member of the court
of Varuna. (Sloka 13, Chapter 9, Sabha Parva).

PITHARAKA (PlTHARAKA) . A prominent serpent
born in the family of Kasyapa. This was burnt to

death in the Sarpasatra ofJanamejaya. (Sloka 15, Chap-
ter 57, Adi Parva) .

PITR(S). Pitrs are a set of demigods. From Manu-
prajapati, son of Brahma, were born the Saptarsis like

Marici and they in turn created the Pitrs. Besides
Marici and his set many others like Viral Purusa and
Brahma have created Pitrs. Some Puranas state that
Pitrs are of daily creation. Brahma in the beginning
created three sets of Pitrs with form and four with

brightness making thus seven sets. The three sets of
bodied pitrs are Agnisvattas, Barhisadas and Somapas
and the four bright ones are Yama, Anala, Soma and
Aryaman ( 10th Skandha, Devi Bhagavata) .

"Manor hairanyagarbhasya
ye maricyadayah sutah

/

Tesamrslnarh sarvesam

putrah pitrganah smrtah" //

(Sloka 194, Chapter 8, Manusmrti).
Pitrs (manes) are classified into two types : The Agni-
svattas and Barhisadas. Of these the Agnisvattas do
not perform Yagas and the Barhisadas are those who
perform yagas. Besides these two major divisions they
are classified into many other groups as follows :

1. Somasadasya (s). Virat Purusa is the creator of these

Pitrs. Somasadasyas are the Pitrs of Sadhyadevas.
2. Agnisvdtta (s). They are the pitrs of devas.
3. Barhisadas. These Pitrs are the creation of the sage
Atri. They are the manes of daityas, danavas, yaksas,

gandharvas, uragas (serpents), raksasas (demons),
suvarnas and kinnaras.


