
NAVAVYUHARCANA 537 NIKSUBHA

be floored with the mixture of cowdung and white clay.
In the middle of the shed there must be a dais having
a height of one cubit and a circumference of four cubits.

This is the place for the seat. The shed and the dais

should be decorated.

The throne placed on the dais must be covered with a
white silk and Devi (goddess) should be consecrated on
it. A calm Brahmin should read the Vedas and at that

time the worship o; the goddess should begin. This

worship will continue for nine days. Another ritual of
this 'navaratripuja' is the worship of virgins. (See
under Kumaripuja)

NAVAVYUHARCANA. This is a worship conducted to

prevent epidemics. In olden days Mahavisnu advised
Narada on the form of this worship. The form of this

worship is given below:
In the centre of the circular lotus, consecrate Vasudeva
with the first syllable of mantra (spell) 'A'. To the
south of him consecrate and worship Sankarsana and
Pradyumna with the syllable 'A'; in the S.E. corner,
Aniruddha with the syllable 'Ah'; in the west,Narayana
with the syllable 'Om'; Brahma in the N.W. corner
with the syllables 'Tatsat'; Visnu in the North with the

syllable 'Hum'; Nrsirhha with the syllable 'Ksau'
and Varaha in the N.E. corner with the syllable
'bhum'.
Consecrate Garuda with spells having as first syllables
'Kam','tam', "sam" and'sam' at the western entrance of
the lotus figure; Purvavaktra, with syllables 'Kham'
'cham',Vam'and hum'at the southern entrance ofthe lotus

figure; Gada (club), with the syllables 'Kham', 'tham'
and 'Sam' at the Northern entrance; consecrate Isa
with the syllables 'bam', 'nam','mam'and 'Ksam, in the
North East corner. Then consecrate Sri with the

syllables. 'Dham'. 'Dam', 'Bham' and 'Ham' on the
southern side; Vanamaliwith the syllables 'Gam', 'Dam'
'Vam' and 'Sam', on the northern side; Srivatsa with
the syllables 'sam', 'ham' and 'lam', to the west of

Vanamall; and Kaustubha, with the syllables, 'cham',
'Tarn' and 'yam', to the west of Srivatsa.
After having consecrated and worshipped persons as
mentioned above, in the order of the ten member-parts
of Mahavisnu, Ananta should be consecrated below
the seat of the deity and in the order of the ten member
parts of Ananta, the four component parts called Mahe-
ndra and so on should be consecrated on the four direct-
ions such as east and so on, and consecrate in the same
way all the decorations, flags, canopy etc. Then the
three spheres of Vayu (Air), Agni (fire) and Indu
(moon) should be consecrated with the first syllables
of the spells suited to each and meditating on them
and worshipping them, dip the body in the meditation.
Then imagine that the subtle form of the individual soul
is staying in the sky. Then meditate that the individual
soul is reborn by harmony with the universal soul after

having been dipped and washed in the snow-
white ambrosia emanating from the moon. After
that saying to yourself 'I am Visnu himself
reborn", utter the twelve-syllabled mantra or spell.
Place heart, head, turban and weapon respectively on
chest, head, hindpart of the lock of hair and Netra (eye)
Place weapons in both hands. After this your body will
become divine. This placing of the individual soul
should be repeated in the same way with Deva (god)
and Siva. When this worship of Visnu is conducted in

heart in imagination (without the aid of materials) it

is called 'Anirmalyapuja, and when it is done with the

aid of lotus figure etc., it is called Sanirmalya puja.
At this puja (worship) the disciple should stand with

eyes tied. Then on whichever deity he places {lower it

should be given that name. Place it on the left side

and burn gingelly, paddy and ghee in the sacrificial

fire. After performing hundred and eight burnings

perform another burning for the purification of the

body. To each of the member-parts of the Navavyuha
deities also burnt offering should be made, no less than

hundred times to each. Then put the entire thing in

fire as burnt offer ng. Then the disciples should take

fast, and the disciples should offer wealth etc. to the

teacher. (Agni Purana, Chapter 201 ).

NAVYASRAMA. An asrama built by Lomapada
Maharsi. Rsyasrnga came to Lomapada's country in a

boat. Hence the name Navyasrama (See under

Rsyasrnga.
NAYANAR. The protagonists of Southern Saivism are

known as Nayanars while those of Vaisnavism are

called Alvars.

NEMI. The real name of DaSaratha. (See under

Dasaratha).
NEMICAKRA. A king, who once ruled Hastinapura.

Once, when Hastinapura was washed away by floods of

Yamuna Nemicakra built a new city in Kausambi.

( Bhagavata, 9th Skandha
)

.

NEM1HAMSAPADA. An important place in ancient

India. The place is near Aksaprapatanam in the Anarta

region. It was here that Krsna killed Gopati and
Talaketu.

NEPALA. The kingdom of Nepal on the boundaries of

the Himalayas has been famous from Puranic times. It

is the only 'Hindu' State in the world. Kama, during
his triumphal tour, had conquered Nepal also. (Vana
Parva, Chapter 254, Verse 7).

NIBIDA. A mountain in the Kraunca island.
(
Bhisma

Parva, Chapter 12, Verse 19).
NICANDRA. A Raksasa referred to in verse 26, Chapter

65 of Adi Parva.

NICITA. A holy river of ancient India. (Bhisma
Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 18).

NIDAGHA. A maharsi. (For details see under Rbhu)
NIDHRUVA. One who actually saw the Suktas. He was

the son of Vatsara Rsi born in Kasyapa dynasty. He
married Sumedhas the daughter born to Cyavana and

Sukanya; and Kundapayins were their sons. (Vayu
Purana

)
.

NIGHNA. A King of Ayodhya and son of Anaranya.
He had two sons called Anamitra and Raghuttama.
(Padma Purana, Srsti Khanda).

NIKHARVATA. A Raksasa in Ravana's camp. He
fought with the monkey called Tara in the Rama-
Ravana war. (Vana Parva, Chapter 235, Verse 80).

NIKSUBHA. An Apsara woman about whom the follow-

ing story occurs in the Brahmaparva of the Bhavisya
Purana. On account of the curse of Surya, Niksubha, the

great beauty in Svarloka, was born on earth as daughter
of Sujihva a brahmin of Mihira Gotra. At the instance

of her father, she used to keep the yajna fire ever

burning. One day the fire held in her hands abruptly
burst into flames, and her unique beauty revealed in

the light kindled the passion of Surya.
Next day Surya went to Sujihva and told him that his


