
MAHADYUT1 I 462 MAHAMERU

MAHADYUT1. I. A King in ancient India. (M.B. Adi

Parva, Chapter 1, Verse 232) .

MAHADYUTI II. One of the sons of the Yaksa Mani-
bhadra by PunyajanT.

MAHAGA&GA. A holy place. Mahabharata, Anusasana

Parva, Chapter 25, Verse 22 says thai abstaining from

food for a fortnight after a bath in this place will secure

admission to Svargaloka.
M.MlAGAURl. A prominent river in India. (Maha-

bharata, Bhisina Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 33) .

MAHAGOYA. A river (Nada) celebrated in the Puranas.

It is also known as ''Sonabhadra" and Mahaiona. It is

after crossing this river that Krsna, Bhlma and Arjuna
entered Magadha, the capital of Jarasandha. (M.B.
Sabha Parva, Chapter 20, Verse 27) .

MAHAHANU. A naga born in the family of Taksaka.
In Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 57, Verse 10, we
read that this naga was burnt to death in Janamejaya's
'Sarpasatra'.

MAHAHANUS. One of the sons of Vasiidcva by Rohim.

( Matsya Purana) .

MAHAHAYA. A King of the Yayati dynasty. (Bhaga-
vata, 9th Skandha).

MAHAHRADA. A holy place. One who takes a bath

here will never be in misfortune. M.B. Anugasana

Parva, Chapter 25, Verse 48 says that one who takes

bath here and spends a month fasting with a pure heart

will attain salvation.

MAHAjANU. A Brahmana. When Pramadvara lay
bitten by a serpent, this Brahmana came near her with

tearful eyes. ( See under Pramadvara) .

MAHAJAVA. A woman follower of Subrahmanya.
(M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 46, Verse 22).

MAHAjAYA. One of the two Parsadas presented to

Subrahmanya by Vasuki, the King of serpents. The
other one was Jaya. (M.B. Salya Parva. Chapter 45,
Verse 52) .

MAHAJVALA. A hell. (See under Kala I).

MAHAKADAMBA. A tree standing on the tall peak
of Suparva mountain. The Puranas declare that five

big rivers take their sources from the hollow trunk of

this big tree. These rivers fall on the top of Suparsva
mountain and flow through the western side of Ilavrta.

The region around this place to a distance of a hundred

yojanas is filled with the fragrant air breathed out by
the gods who feed upon the essence of the waters in

these rivers. The Devi who lives in this sacred place
is called "Dharesvari". (Devi Bhagavata, 8lh

Skandha) .

MAHAKALA I. A Siva parsada. Mahabharata, Sabha

Parva, Chapter 10, Verse 34 mentions that Siva Parsa-

das known as Mahakalas flourished in the assembly of

Kubera.
MAHAKALA II. A sacred place situated in the Sipra

river valley in Ujjain. The Sivalinga installed in this

place is called "Mahakala." Mahabharata, Vana Parva,

Chapter 82, Verse 49 says that those who take a bath
in the Kotitirtha at this place, get the same effect as

that of an Ar'vamedha yaga.
MAHAKAPALA I. A minister of the Raksasa Dusaria.

(Valmlki Ramayana, Aranya Kanda, 23rd Sarga) .

MAHAKAPALA II. A Raksasa who attacked Rama
and Laksmana at Pancavati. In Valmlki Ramayana,
Aranya Kanda, 26th Sarga we read that when Rama
and Laksmana fought with Khara, Dusana and TriSiras

there were three terrible Raksasas named Mahakapala,
Sthulaksa and Pramathin.

MAHAKARIVI I. A wicked minister of Ambubica,
King of Magadha. There is a reference to him in

Mahabharata, Adi Parva, Chapter 203, Verse 19.

MAHAKARiyl II. A woman follower of Lord Su-

brahmanya. (M.B. Salya Parva, Chapter 263 Verse, 26).
MAHAKASA, A particular subcontinent in the Saka

island.
_ (M.B. Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 1 1, Verse 25) .

MAHAKAYA. A woman follower of Lord Subrahmanya
(M.B. SalyaJ'arva, Chapter 46, Verse, 24).

MAHAKRAUNCA. A montain in the Kraunca island

(M.B. Bhlsma Parva, Chapter 12, Verse 7).
MAHALAYA. A holy place. Mahabharata, Vana

Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 54 mentions that one who
observes a fast at this holy place for one month, will be
absolved of all sins.

MAHAMALl. A Raksasa hero of Ravana's army. He
was killed in the battle at Pancavati between Rama and
Laksmana on one side and Khara, Dusaria and Trisiras
on the other, over the affair of Surpanakha. Mahamall
appeared on the scene as a commander of Khara's

army. (Valmiki Ramayana. Aranya Kanda, 26th

Sarga) .

MAHAMANAS. Grandson of Janamejaya, a King of
the Ahga dynasty. Mahasala was the son ofJanamejaya
and Mahamanas was the son of Mahasala. Uslnara
was the son of Mahamanas. (Agni Purana, Chapter
277).

MAHAMATI. The seventh son of the sage Aiigiras.
There is a reference to him in Mahabharata, Vana
Parva, Chapter 218, Verse 7.

MAHAMERU. The golden coloured peak of Himavan.
The seat of Lord Siva, according to the Puranas.

1) Generalfeatures. Mahameru surpasses even the sun
in its dazzling golden brilliance. Devas and Gandharvas
attend on it on all sides. It is inaccessible to sinners.

There are celestial herbs and serpents at its base. It is

Mahameru that keeps Heaven in its place by supporting
it. The atmosphere there, is always alive with the

sweet songs of various kinds of birds. Precious stones

are scattered all over its surface. All the 33 crores of

gods dwell on the sides of this Mountain. (M.B. Adi

Parva, Chapter 17).

Saptarsis like Vasistha rise and fall on Mahameru.
Maha Visnu and Brahma have their places in Maha-
meru. Visnu's place is in the east. There is a special

place there for the residence of Maharsis. Those who
go to Mahameru never return. The Sun and Moon go
round Mahameru everyday. (M.B. Vana Parva,
Chapter 163).
There are twenty mountains surrounding Mahameru .

On the eastern side there are two mountains, Jara and
Devakuta. On the western side there are two mountains,
Pavamana and Pariyatra. On the southern side are the
two mountains, Kailasa and Karavira and on the north-
ern side, the two mountains, Trisriiga and Makaragiri.
Thus Mahameru shines like the sun in the midst of

eight mountains. In the middle of Mahameru is situat-

ed Brahmaloka, the abode of Brahma in a square
extending over 10,000 yojanas. This region is of inex-

pressible splendour. At eight places around this

Brahmapurl, are situated the eight posts or abodes of
the Astadikpalas, each of the abodes being 25000

yojanas in extent. Thus there are nine Purls or Cities


