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from any place Rajyalaksmi will also vanish from that

place.

5) Lakfmi in cow-dung. The people of Bharata consider
cow dung as very sacred and there is a story in the 82nd

Chapter of AnusTisana Parva as to how cow-dung be-

came so sacred :

( )ncc a herd of cows was grazing in a large grassy ground
when Laksmi happened to pass that way. Mahalaksmi
was pleased at the cows and bade them ask for any boon

they wanted. The cows were prosperity incarnate and
contented and they rejected the offer of Laksmi and
when pressed again by her, said that they would like to

have prosperity deposited in their dung also. Maha-
laksmi did so and so even today it is believed that the

cowdung is embedded with prosperity.

6) . Other details :

(i) Laksmi stays in the court of Kubera. (Sloka 19,

Chapter 10, Sabha Parva).

(ii )
Mahalaksmi is installed in temples as an idol carrying

a lotus in her right hand and a Bilva fruit in her left

hand. (Chapter 50, Agni Purana) .

(iii) Laksmidevi stays in the court of Brahma also.

(Sloka 41, Chapter 11, Sabha Parva).
LAKSMI II. A daughter of Daksaprajapati. She was

married to Dharmadeva. (Sloka 14, Chapter 66, Adi

Parva).

LAKSMlDASA. A Sanskrit poet who was the author
of SukasandeSa.

I
)

. Birth. He was born in the former state of Cochin in

Karirigampilly Mana. This Mana (house) was near the

temple of Trpputamarigala in Vellarappilly in Cochin

(Kanayannur taluk). The Karingampilly Mana was

bearing the position of Talivatiri in the village of Iranik-

kula. It is over two hundred years since that Mana
became extinct. (The houses of Namboothiri brahmins
are called Manas).

2) It is believed that the famous 'SukasandesV was
written in 112 M.E. There is one set of historians

who hold that it was written in 666 A.D. But the fam-
ous scholar and poet Ullur states with authority that

it was written in the 10th or 1 1th century A.D.

? N Stories about this poet. As usual there are legends
regarding this poet also. That the poet was a very
dull boy in his childhood and that he became bright
and brilliant by the blessings of his guru is one legend.
After writing his SukasandeSa the poet went on a

pilgrimage in South India. One night he came to a
brahmin's house but was not given any food or a place
to sleep. He slept in an open veranda on the outside.

He was lying awake when he heard his 'Sukasandeia'

being read inside by a few people. At a stage they were
not able to follow the import of a verse when Laksmi -

dasa shouted the meaning from outside. A door

opened and a voice enquired in Tamil "Are you
Karingampilly ?" When he said yes they were extremely
happy and took him inside and treated him with

respect.

4) Works. No major work other then SukasandeSa has
been found. Two small poems are available.

Sukasandcga has been written on the model of the
famous Meghasandes'a of Kalidasa. Many commentaries
on this have come to light; of these the one written by

Manavcdan Raja of Kozhikode Palace named Vilasini
is tire best. Other commentaries named Varavarnini,
Cintatilaka and Vyakrti are also worth mentioning

LALAliHAKSAM. A hell. (See under Kala I).
LALAMA. A division among horses. The white patch on

the forehead of a horse is also called Lalama and so
horses with lalama arc called Lalamas. (Sloka 13, Chap-
ter 13, Drona Parva).

LALA'l'AKSA. A country of ancient India. The King of
this country was picsent at the yajiia of Yudhis(hira with

very many valuable: presents. (Sloka 17, .Chapter 51,
Sabha Parva) .

LALITA. Sec under PUNDARlKAMUKHA.
LALITA. A Gandharva. This Gandharva was born by

a curse and by observing a vrata called Kamada Kkadai-'I

he obtained relief from the curse and became Gandharva

again. (Uttara Khanrla, Padma Purana).
LALITAKA. An ancient holy place of Hhfirala. If one

bathes in a sacred pond there, one will be free from sins.

(
Sloka 34, Chapter 84, Vana Parva) .

LALITTHA. A country of ancient Bharata. The people
of the place were called Lalitthas. They fought on the

side of the Kauravas in the great battle. Lalitthas boast-

ed that they would kill Arjuna in the big battle. The
King of the Lalitlhas attacked Abhimanyu. Arjuna
killed them all in the battle. (Sloka 47, Chapter 5,
Karna Parva).

LAMBA. A daughter of Daksaprajapati. Asikni wife of

Daksaprajapati got a hundred daughters and ten of them
were married to Dharmadeva. Lamba was one of them.

(Chapter 15, Aiiisa 1, Visnu Purana).
LAMBANl. A follower of Subrahmanya. (Sloka 18,

Chapter 46, Salya Parva) .

LAMBAPAYODHARA. A follower of Subrahmanya
(Sloka 21, Chapter 46, Salya Parva)

LAMPAKA. A place of Puranic fame. In the great epic
battle the people of Lampaka fought on the side of the

Kauravas. They attacked Satyaki and he destroyed the

Lampakas. (Sloka 42, Chapter 121, Drona Parva) .

LA5IGALI. A celebrated river of Puranic fame. This

river worships Varuna in the form of a Devi. (Sloka

22, Chapter 9, Sabha Parva).

LA5IGHATI. A river of Puranic fame. This river sits in

the court of Varuna and worships him.

LA5IKA. The kingdom of Ravana.

1) Origin. It is believed that the present island of

Ceylon was the Lanka of the Puriinas, the city of

Ravana. This city of Lanka was situated on the top of

the mountain Trikuta. This Trikuta was a peak
of Mahamcru. Because of a fight between Vasuki

and Vayubhagavan this peak broke away from

Mahamcru and fell into the ocean. (See Para 5 under

Kubera) .

2) History. Visvakanna constructed a magnificent city

on the top of the mountain Trikuta for the use of

Kubera. Kubera lived there adored and worshipped by
all. One day Kubera travelled by air in an aeroplane of

his. Kaikasi, mother of Ravana saw that and she became

jealous. She called her son to her side and said that

at any cost the city of Lanka on the mount Trikuta

should be captured and given to her. Ravana along
with his brothers went to the Himalayas and performed
nenance there and obtained several boons from Siva. Then

iivana conducted a victory march as an arch-oppom u


