
KUSIKA II 448 LAKSMANA

1) Genealogy. Descended from Mahavisnu thus;
Brahma - Atri - Candra - Budha - Pururavas - Ayus -

Nahusa - Yayati - Puru - Janamejaya - Pracinvan -

Pravlra - Namasyu - Vltabha-a - Sundu - Bahuvidha-

Samyati - Rahovadi - Raudra^va - Matinara - Santu-
rodha - Dusyanta - Bharata - Suhotra - Brhatputra -

Aj mldha - jahnu - Balakas'va - Kusika.

2) Indra as son. Kusika began tapas for a son who
would be equal to Indra and could not be killed by
others. Pleased with his tapas Indra voluntarily took
birth as Kusika's son. Gadhi was that son; in fact he
was an incarnation of Indra. (Santi Parva, Chapter
49).

KUSIKA II. A sage who came to see Pramadvara
who died of snake poison (Adi Parva, Chapter 8, Verse

25) . On his way to Hastinapura he saw Sri Krsna.

(Udyoga Parva, Chapter 83, Verse 27) .

KUS.IKASRAMA. A holy iiSrama on the banks o.

the river Kosi where the sage called Kusika is believed

to have lived. (Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 131) .

KUSMANDAKA. A prominent serpent. (Adi Parva,

Chapter 35, Verse 11).
KUSTUMBURU. A Raksasa in Kubera's court.

(Sabha Parva, Chapter 10, Verse 16).
KUSUMA. One of the five attendants given to Skanda-
deva by Dhata. Kunda, Kusuma, Kumuda, Dambara
and Adambara were the five attendants. (Salya Parva,

Chapter 45, Verse 39).
KUSUMBHAPARVATA. One of the mountains around

Mahameru. (Devi Bhagavata, 8th Skandha) .

KUSUMBHI. A forest near Dvaraka. (Sabha Parva,

Chapter 38).
KtFTA. One of the pugilists deputed by Karhsa to kill

Sri Krsna and Balarama when they went to Mathura
to witness the dhanuryajna. Canura, Mustika, Sala
and Kosala were the other prominent pugilists deput-
ed by Karhsa for the purpose. (Bhagavata, 10th

Skandha).
KUTAPA. After-noon, considered to be auspicious for

performing obsequies. The offerings made to Pitrs at

Kutapa are the best. (Adi Parva, Southern text,

Chapter 93) .

KUTHARA. A prominent naga. He was present among
the nagas, who went to receive Balabhadra when he

went, in the form of naga, into the sea.
( Mausala

Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 15).
KUTHARA. A naga born in Dhrtarastra's family. It

was burned to death at the serpent yajna of Janame-
jaya. (Adi Parva, Chapter 57, Verse 15).

KUTILA. See under Parvatl.

KUTSA. Son of a Rajarsi called Rviru. Kutsa is

mentioned with reference to Indra in many places in

the Rgveda.
KUTTALA (M) . Seat of a famous Siva temple in

South India, originally a Visnu temple. There is a

story about its conversion into the present Siva temple
as follows :

Agastya, on his journey to the south, reached Tirukku-
tralam (Kuttalam) in the Tirunelveli Zilla on the

southern borders of Tamil Nadu. The temple there was
dedicated to Visnu, and the Vaisnavas (devotees of

Visnu) prevented Agastya from entering the temple
with ashes on his forehead. At once he transformed
himself into a devotee of Visnu, and was permitted
entry into the temple. As Visnu wanted to show the

world that he and Siva were one and the same,
and also the greatness of Agastya, the idol of Visnu
was all on a sudden changed into a Siva Linga. Since
then the temple has remained a Siva Temple.
(Skanda Purana).

KUVALAYAPlDA. Name of the elephant posted at

the gates of Mathurapurl to kill Sri Krsna and
Balabhadrarama, who went there to witness the

dhanuryajna. But, they killed the elephant.

Rangadvararh samasadya
Tasmin nagamavasthitam /

Apagyat Kuvalayapldarh
Krsno s mbasthapracoditam

(Bhagavata, Dasama Skandha, Chapter 48, Verse 2).
KUVlRA. A river. (Bhlsma Parva Chapter 27).

KUYAVA. An asura referred to in the Rgveda.
(Rgveda, Mandala 1, Anuvaka 15, Sukta 104).

LA (?r) This letter means the Creator. (Chapter 348,

Agni Purana).
LABDHANASA. See under Pancatantra.

LAGHUPATANA. A crow, a character of the story-

book, 'Pancatantra'. (See under Pancatantra).

LAJJ/\. One of the thirteen daughters of Daksapraja-

pati. The other daughters were, Sraddha, LaksmI, etc.

(Chapter 7, Arhsa 1, Visnu Purana) .

LAKSAGRHA. The house of lac (a kind of red dye).

(See for details under Arakkillam).
LAKSANA I. Daughter of Duryodhana. Wife of

Samba. (See for details under Samba) .

LAKSANA II. A celestial maiden. This maiden took

part in the birth day celebrations of Arjuna. (Sloka

62, Chapter 122, Adi Parva, M.B.).

LAKSAJVA (LAKSMAISA) HI. One of the eight queens
of Sri Krsna. Laksana was the daughter of Brhatsena,

KingofMadra. (Srstf Khanda, Padma Purana). Sri

Krsna got ten sons of her some of whom are Praghosa,

Gatravan, Simha and Bala. (10th Skandha, Bhaga-
vata).

LAKSMANA. Son born to Das"aratha of Sumitra.

1) Short history. Since details about Laksmana are

included in the story under 'Rama' only a short

description is given below :

Dasaratha, King of Ayodhya had three wives,

Kausalya, Kaikeyl and Sumitra. To obtain children

Dasaratha performed a sacrifice named Putrakamesti

requesting the great sage Rsyasrnga to officiate at the

ceremony. At the close of the ceremony a divine

person rose up from the sacrificial fire with a pot of

pudding and all the three wives became pregnant by
eating the same. Kausalya gave birth to Sri Rama,
Kaikeyl to Bharata and Sumitra to Laksmana and

Satrughna. Laksmana was an incarnation of Ananta
and so Rama and Laksmana had more attachment to

each other.

Visvamitra once took Rama and Laksmana to the

forests to give protection to the sages against the

demons who gave them trouble. In the course of that

Visvamitra took them to the Svayarhvara held at the

court of Janaka andj{SrI Rama married Slta and

Laksmana married Urmila.


