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) Krpa at the trial of skill in archery of the Kauravas and

the Pandavas. When the training of the Kauravas and
the Pandavas in archery was ove^ a test was arranged
for them. Spectators crowded to see it. Drona, Krpa,
Somadatta, Balhika, Bhisma and Vidura and other

great ones took their seats in the stadium. Arjuna and
Kama entered the arena for contest when Krpa inter-

vened and said that Arjuna was the youngest son of

Kunti but Kama should specify his parentage. At this

Karna stood stunned, and it was then that Duryodhana
declared Karna to be the King of Anga. (Adi Parva,

Chapter 136)'.

6) Activities ofKrpa upto the great war. (i) He attended

the Rajasuya yajna of Yudhisthira. (Sabha Parva,

Chapter 34, Verse 8).
There he acted as the custodian of money and distri-

buted daksinas (monetary presents). (Sabha Parva,

Chapter 35, Verse 7) .

(ii) It was he who instructed the spies deputed by
Duryodhana as to how to detect the Pandavas during
their life incognito. (Virata Parva, Chapter 29) . He
also detailed to Duryodhana the various aspects of

politics.

(iii ) Krpa once told Duryodhana that he was powerful

enough to annihilate the Pandava army within two
months. (Virata Parva, Chapter 193).

7) Krpa in the war.
( i) On the first day of the war he

fought with Brhatksetra. (Bhisma Parva, Chapter 45).

(ii) In the fight with Cekitana he fell down and faint-

ed. (Bhisma Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 31) .

(iii) He wounded Satyaki. (Bhisma Parva, Chapter
101, Verse 40).

(iv) Fought a duel with Sahadeva. (Bhisma Parva,

Chapter 110, Verse 12).

(v) He fought with Arjuna and Bhlma. (Bhisma Parva,

Chapter 113, Verse 114).

(vi) Fought with Dhrstaketu. (Drona Parva, Chapter
14, Verse 33).

(vii) Fought with Vardhaksemi. (Drona Parva,

Chapter 25, Verse 41).

(viii) His flag floated in the air and could be seen

from anywhere in the battlefield. (Drona Parva,

Chapter '105).

(ix) He killed the body-guards ofAbhimanyu. (Drona
Parva, Chapter 42, Verse 38) .

(x) Fighting with Arjuna he fainted and fell down.

(Drona Parva, Chapter 147 Verse 9) .

(xi) During the fight he ridiculed Karna. (Drona
Parva, Chapter 158, Verse 13).

(xii) He advised Asvatthama to prevent Duryodhana
from confronting Arjuna. (Drona Parva, Chapter 150,
Verse 77) .

(xiii) In the battle that ensued he defeated Sikhandi.

(Drona Parva Chapter 169, Verse 39).

(xiv) When Drona fell down dead he fled from the

battle-field. (Drona Parva, Chapter 193, Verse 12).

(xv) He was defeated by Satyaki. (Drona Parva,

Chapter 20 Verse 53) .

(xvi) He killed Suketu, son of Citraketu. (Karna
Parva, Chapter 54, Verse 28) .

(xvii) Defeated Yudhamanyu. (Karna Parva, Chapter
61, Verse 55).

(xviii) He killed the Kalinda prince. (Karna Parva,
Chapter 85, Verse 6) .
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(xix) He advised Karna to enter into a compromise with

the Pandavas. (Salya Parva, Chapter 4).

(xx) He ran away from the battlefield to Dvaipayana
lake (Salya Parva, Chapter 30, Verse 9).

(xxi) Yudhisthira came to the lake with an army and

Krpa ran away from there. (Salya Parva, Chapter 30,

Verse 60).

(xxii) He appointed Asvatthama chief of the army on
the suggestion of Duryodhana. (Salya Parva, Chapter

65, Verse 43).

(xxiii) He fought during the night along with Asva-

tthama. (Sauptika Parva, Chapter 5, Verse 35) .

(xxiv) He killed the soldiers who ran away from the

Pandava camp. (Sauptika Parva, Chapter 8, Verse

106).

(xxv) He set fire to the camp of the Pandavas.

(Sauptika Parva, Chapter 8, Verse 109).

(xxvi) He cried at the pitiable condition of Duryo-
dhana. (Sauptika Parva, Chapter 9, Verse 10).

(xxvii) He went to Hastinapura after telling Dhrta-

rastra and Gandharl that both the Kauravas and the

Pandavas would be ruined. (Stri Parva, Chapter 11,

Verse 21).
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. End ofKrpa. The great war ended. Duryodhana

and others were killed and, when Dhrtarastra left for

the forest with Gandhari, Krpa desired to accompany
them. But, Dhrtarastra did not permit it. Yudhisthira,
as advised by Dhrtarastra, put up Krpa with him.

(Ailramavasika Parva, Chapter 16, Verse 5). Before the

Pandavas set out on their great journey Yudhisthira

appointed Krpa as the preceptor of Parlksit, the son of

Arjuna. (Mahaprasthana Parva, Chapter 1, Verse 4).

During his last days Krpa went into the forest for penan-
ce and there he breathed his last. (Sand Parva,

Chapter 296, Verse 14) .

9) Synonymsfor Krpa. Acarya, Acaryasattama, Bhara-

tacarya. Brahmarsi, Saradvata, Saradvataputra,
Gautama, Krpa.

KRPI. (See Para 2 under Krpa II) .

Later history. Krpi was brought up in the palace of

King Santanu. She was duly married by Dronacarya
and a son called Asvatthama was born to them. (Adi

Parva, Chapter 1 30
) . Krpi lamented very much over

the death of Drona in the great war. (Stri Parva,

Chapter 23, Verse'33) .

The terms Saradvati and Gautami are used as

synonyms of Krpi in the Mahabharata.

KRSA. I. A friend of sage Srngi. Since Kr a underwent
a lot of sacrifices for the protection of dharma (righte-

ousness) his body became very Krsa (lean) . Hence he

was called Krsa. It was Krsa, who told Srngi about

King Parlksit who had once thrown a dead snake round
his (Srngi's) father's neck. (Adi Parva, Chapters 41

and 42).

KR&A II. A prominent serpent born in the Airavata

family. The serpent was reduced to ashes at the serpent

yajna of Janamejaya. (Adi Parva, Chapter 57, Verse

11).

KR.SA III. A great sage endowed with divine powers.
He was also present in the company of sages who visit-

ed Bhisma on his arrow-bed. (Anuasana Parva,

Chapter 26, Verse 7) .

KRSADRATHA. Son of Titiksa, brother of the famous

emperor Sibi. (Bhagavata, 9th Skandha) .


