
DHARMARAJA 231 DHARMAVAR^A

Standing in the form of Dharmadeva he saw all his

relatives including Krsna. (Chapters 38 and 39,
Asramavasika Parva, Chapter 1, Mausala Parva;
Mahaprasthanika Parva, Svargarohana Parva).
14) Synonyms of Tudhiflhira. Ajamidha, Ajatasatru,
Bharata, Bharatasardula, Bharatapravara, Bharatarsa-

bha, Bharatasattama, Bharatasirhha, Bhimapurvaja,
Dharma, Dharmaja, Dharmanandana, Dharmaprabhava
Dharmaputra, Dharmarat, Dharmaraja, Dharmasuta,
Kaunteya, Kaurava, Kauravasreslha, Kauravanandana,
Kauravya, Kauravanatha, Kuntmandana, Kurui'ardula,
Kurusrestha, Kurudvaha, Kurukulodvaha, Kurumu-
khya, Kurunandana, Kurupandavagrya, Kurupati,
Kurupravlra, Kurupungava, Kururaja, Kurusattama,
Kuruttama, Kuruvardhana, Kuruvira, Kuruvrsabha,
Mrdangaketu, Pandava, Pandavasrestha, Pandavanan-
darta, Pandaveya, Panduputra, Partha and Yadavimata.
All these words have been used to identify Yudhisthira
in the Mahabharata.

DHARMARAJA. A king of Gaudado'a. He became
King at a time when Jainism was getting more and
more hold on the people and the Hindu Vedic rites

were getting less and less popular among the people.
The King thought it was his duty to revive the interest
in the Vedic rites and so became a priest himself
and did much propaganda on the superiority of the

same, writing several books on the subject for the benefit
of the people. (Bhavisyapurana, Pratisarga Parva).

DHARMARAftlYA. A Brahmin. He had many children.
The major portion of his life was spent in hard work
to support his large family. After that he went in
search of means to attain heaven. In his quest, he
happened to reach the realm of Nagas (serpents). He
entered the house of a Naga named Padmanabha.
When he reached the house Padmanabha had been away
carrying the chariot of the Sun. Dharmaranya sat out-
side the house and spent a few days in vow and medita-
tion. Then Padmanabha returned. The Brahmana asked
Padmanabha about the ways of attaining heaven. The
Naga replied that there was none superior to the Sun.
The Brahmin accepted penance and lived in the hermit-

age ofCyavana for a few days. (M.B. Santi Parva, 4
Chapters from 361).

DHARMARANYA (M). A forest which is a holy place.
It is mentioned in Mahabharata, Vana Parva Chapter 82
Stanza 46, that the moment one enters this forest one
would become sinless. This place was once the capital
of the King named Asutarajasa. See under Kusa
I).

DHARMARATHA. A king of the family of Angarfija.
He was the great grandfather of Lomapada and the son
of Draviratha. (Chapter 277, Agni Purana) .

DHARMASAKHA. A king of the Kekaya line of Kings.
He had a hundred wives but no children. At last, at an
old age, he got a son of Sucandra, wife of his elder
brother. But the hundcrd wives of Dharmasakha were

pining for having a son and so the king consulted his

ministers and on their advice conducted a Putrakfimesti

yajfia (a sacred sacrificial ceremony for obtaining chil-

dren) at Hanumatkunda near the southern sea-coast.
As a result of that each of his hundred wives got a
child. (Skanda Purana, Chapter 15).

DHARMASARMA I. A brahmin who was born a parrot
named Kanjala in his rebirth. Dharmasarma was one of

the three sons ofan eminent Brahmin called Vidyadhara.
His other two sons were Vasusarma and Namas'arma.
While both his brothers became great scholars Dhar-
ma:' arma never studied anything and became a muff.
His father was greatly worried on account of this.

Dharmasarma never heeded the advice of his father

and went about in bad company ruining himself. Years
went by and Dharmasarma became old.

One day Dharmasarma was sitting repentant in a

temple sadly pondering over his past when a siddha
came to the temple. Watching him Dharmasarma saw
him go and sit in a lonely place for meditation with his

eyes shut. Dharmasarma went and stood near him
very respectfully. When the Siddha opened his eyes
after some time he saw Dharmas"arma standing before
him and then the Siddha made enquiries about Dhar-
maSarma. The latter then requested the Siddha to give
him instructions to acquire the supreme knowledge.
The Siddha then gave him Jnanopadesa (advice on
knowledge) and Dharmasarma soon became a Siddha
himself. He then started on a pilgrimage and on the

way he got a parrot. He took care of the bird just like

his son and loved it very affectionately. One day when
Dharmasarma was away from the place to collect

fruits for his food a cat caught and ate the parrot.

Greatly grief-stricken Dharmasarma wept bitterly and
ran about like a mad man. After some days he died
and because at the time of death he was thinking about
the parrot he was born a parrot in his next birth. The
jnanopadesa of the siddha was still lingering in him
while he died and so even in his life as a parro the never
lost the jnana he had acquired in his previous life.

(Chapter 122, Padma Purana).
DHARMASARMA II. See under Sivasarma.
DHARMASAVARNI. The eleventh Manu. (See under

Manvantara).
DHARMASVA. A Brahmin. Once this Brahmin was
coming home with water from the Ganges. On the way
he saw Kapakalpa,the servant of merchant Ratnakara,
being killed by an ox. Though Kapakalpa was a sinner,
his end aroused pity in the heart of the Brahmin. So he

sprinkled the Ganges-water on the body of Kapakalpa,
who instantly regained life and energy. The Brahmin
who saw the power of Ganges-water began to worship
the Ganges from that day onwards. It is mentioned in

Padma Purana, Kriya Khanda, Chapter 7, that finally
the Brahmin got a boon from the Ganges that only
uttering the name of the Ganges should he meet with
death.

DHARMATlRTHA I. A holy place of ancient Bharata.
If a man bathes in a pond there, he would be absolved
of all sins. (Sloka 1, Chapter 84, Vana Parva).

DHARMATlRTHA II. Another holy place of ancient
Bhiirata. If a person bathes in a pond there he would

get the benefit ofperforming a Vajapeya Sacrifice (Sloka
162, Chapter 84, Vana Parva) .

DHARMAVARNA. A Brahmin who lived in the country
of Anarta at the end of Kaliyuga. Once when he went
to the land of the dead, he saw his fathers hanging by
the end of darbha. They requested Dharmavarna to

marry and obtain sons who would get them relieffrom
their plight. Dharmavarna married and as soon as he

got a son he went to the forest of Gandhamadana to

practise penance there. (Chapters 2, 1 7 and 22, Skanda
Purana

)
.


