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all the time. If the Devi ceased to exist the whole world
would become timid and cowardly.

(10) Satidevi. Wife of Satya. Well-wisher of all, this

Devi is worshipped by muktas. (people released from

worldly attachments) . If the Devi ceased to exist there

would be no friendship and amity between people.

(11) Dqyddevi. Wife of Moha. If the Devi ceased to

exist the world would become hellish and a fierce battle

field.

(12) Pratisthddevi. Wife of Punya. In the absence of

this Devi, who grants good and happy results to people's
actions the whole world would become as though it

were dead.

(13) Siddhadevl.

(14) Kirtidevi. Both the Devis, Siddha and Klrti are

wives of Sukarma. If they ceased to exist the whole
world would be bereft of reputation and become lifeless

like a dead body.

(15) Kriyadevi. Wife of Udyoga. If she ceased to exist

the whole world would become inactive and cease to

function.

(16) Mithyadevi. Wife of Adharma. Wayward and
characterless people worship this Devi. If the Devi
ceased to exist the whole world as evolved by Brahma
would cease to exist. This Devi was not seen anywhere
in the world during Krtayuga. She began to appear
in a subtle form here and there during Tretayuga. In

dvaparayuga she attained more growth and then her

limbs and organs became doubly strong. In Kaliyuga
she developed to her full stature and growth and goes
about everywhere with her brother, Cheat (Kapaja) .

(17) Sdntidevi. (see below) .

(18) Lajjddevi. Both the Devis, Santi and Lajja are good-
natured wives. If they ceased to exist the world would
become dull and sleepy.

(19-20-21) Buddhidevi, Medhddevi and Dhrtidevi. These
three Devis are wives of Jnana. If they ceased to exist

the world would become steeped in ignorance and
foolishness.

(22) Murti. Wife of Dharma. She is very beautiful and

effulgent. In her absence the universal soul would be-

come devoid of vitality, helpless and meaningless.

(23) Sridevi. Wife of Mall. Her absence will make the

world lifeless.

(24) Nidradevi. Wife of Kalagni. The Devi, a sage
who has attained realisation, affects everybody in the

world during night and makes them lose consciousness

and plunges them in sleep. In the absence of this Devi
the world will become a lunatic asylum.

(25-26-27) Ratri, Sandhya and Divasa. These three are the

wives of Time (Kala) . In their absence nobody would
have any sense of time and none would be able to cal-

culate and fix time.

(28-29) Viiappu and Daham. Visappu =
hunger.

Daham = thirst. These two Devis are the wives of

greed (Lobha) . They go about the world affecting

people and thus making them worried and miserable.

(30-31) Prabhddevi and Ddhikd devl are the wives of

Tejas (Vitality). Without them Isvara will find it im-

possible to continue the function of creation.

(32-33 ) Mrtyu and Jara are the consorts of Prakrsta-

jvara and daughters of Kala. And, if they cease to exist,
Brahma's creation would also cease. (For Brahma's
creation individual souls with the will for action are

necessary. He cannot create a soul of his own. So
death is a pre-condition of creation, birth. If there is

no death there is no birth also. There is a school of

thought which maintains that if there is no death but

only birth there will not be space on earth for the living,

and therefore birth will stop if there is no death.).

(
34-35

)
Tandrd and Priti are the daughters ofNidra and

consorts of Sukha (pleasure, happiness) . These Devis go
around the world on the orders of Brahma.

(36-37) Sraddhd and Bhakti are the consorts of Vairagya

(aversion to worldly comforts, renunciation) and they

give salvation to the souls of the people in the world.

Aditi, mother of the Devas, Dili, mother of the Asuras,

Surabhi, mother of cows, Kadru, mother of serpents
and Vinata, mother of Garudas are also involved in the

process of creation, and they are born out of parts of

Devi.

6) Idol of Devi. There are special injunctions for mak-

ing idols of the Devi for installation in temples. Candi-

kadevi should have twenty hands. The hands on the

right side should hold Sula, sword, disc, cord,

damaru, sakti etc. and the hands on the left side should

hold nagapiua, flag, club, mirror etc. (There are also

idols with slight differences from the above).
LaksmidevI would hold in her right hand the lotus

flower and a Kuvala fruit in the left. Sarasvatldevi will

have in her hands books, aksamala and vina. Gangadevi
rides on a makaramatsya (fish) holding in her hands

a pot and lotus flowers. YamunadevI rides the turtle

with a pot in hand and she is blue in colour.

Now, about the saptamatrs. Tumburu, white in colour,

and mounted on an ox rests on a sula with vina in hand

before the Matrs. Among the Matrs Brahmi has four

faces, wears the aksamala and holds the aksapatra etc.

in her left hand. She is seated on a swan. Saiikari

(Mahesvarl) is white in colour. She has in her right

hand bow and arrows, and the disc and bow in her left

hand. The ox is her vehicle. Kaumari is seated on the

peacock. She has two hands in one of which is held

Sakti (Vel) . Laksmi has in her right hand the conch

and disc, and the club and the lotus flower in her left

hand. Varahi rides the buffalo with staff, sword, club

and conch in her hands. Indram is seated on the club,

holding diamond in her hands. She has a thousand

eyes. Camundi has three eyes and is without flesh in the

body. Her hairs are raised above. She holds in her left

hand elephant's skin and sula in the right hand. At

times she is seated on a corpse also.

Now, about the idols of the eight Arhbas. Rudra Carc-

cika holds a skull, Sula and cord in her hands. She

wears elephant's skin, her legs slightly held up. She

becomes Rudracamunda when she assumes eight hands,

and holds the skull and the damaru. And in dancing

pose she is called Natesvarl, and with four faces Mahal-

aksml. She is called Siddhacamunda when she assumes

the form with ten hands and three eyes, and when she

eats men, horses and buffaloes. In this form she holds

in her right hand the sword, damaru etc. and in he

left hand the Trisula, bell etc. Since the Devi is sarva-

siddhipradayika (giver of all divine attainments or

assets) she is Siddhayogesvari also. There is also an-

other Devi in this very form who holds the pasa and

Arhkusa in her hand and who is slightly red in colour.

She is called Bhairavl. When Bhairavi assumes the

form with twelve hands she is called Rupavidya. All the


