
COLA (M) lay CYAVANA

Vaikuntha. It was due to his true devotion to God
that he has attained salvation. What we have done
is of no use." So saying he crowned his nephew as

King. Even while young he had become an ascetic and as

such had no sons. From that time the crowning of
the nephew as King became a precedent in Cola.

Renouncing the kingdom Cola went to the sacrificial

hall and circling the sacrificial fire stood before it and
addressing Mukunda said "Oh Visnu, grant me un-

wavering devotion to you in thought, speech and deed."

Repeating this three times the king jumped into the
fire. At this Mudgala, the priest, burst into anger and
tore off the lock of hair on his head. So even today
the decendants of Mudgala do not have hair-locks.

Visnu who is always affectionate to his devotees graci-
ously appeared from the sacrificial fire and embraced
the King. The King was then taken to Vaikuntha.

(Chapters 110, 111, Padma Purana).
COLA (M). The three celebrated kingdoms of South-

India of old were Cola, Pandya and Cera. References
to these will be found in many places in the Puranas
and a few are given below :

1
) Among those present for the svayarhvara of Rukrnim

were the Kings of Cola, Pandya and Kerala.
2

) Descending in order from Turvasu were Varga
Gobhanu - - Traisani -- Karandhama Marutta -

Dusyanta Varutha Gandira. From Gandlra were
born the people of Kerala, Pandya and Cola.

(Chapter 277, Agni Purana).
3) Arjuna conquered the army of the King of Cola.

(Sloka 21, Chapter 27, Sabha Parva).
4) The King of Cola gave gifts to Dharmaputra.
(Sabha Parva, Chapter 52, Sloka 35).
5)When during the great battle Dhrstadyumna formed
the Krauncavyuha the soldiers from Cola guarded the
southern wing. (Sloka 60, Chapter 9, Bhlsma Parva).
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)
Sri Krsna once conquered the land of Cola. (Sloka

17, Chapter 11, Drona Parva).
COURAS. A set of Ksatriyas who became Sudras by

a curse of the brahmins.

Pandyas, Kandvas, Sirakhyas, Latas, Dravidas, Keralas,
Couras, Darvas, Daradas, Saundis, Sabaras, Arbaras,
Kiratas and Yavanas were all Ksatriyas but were turned
into Sudras by a curse of the brahmins.

CUCUKA. A low-caste tribe of south India. They
were aborigines older than the Mahabharata in origin.

(Sloka 42, Chapter 207, Santi Parva).
CUCUKA (M). A place in ancient south India. (Sloka

26, Chapter 110, Udyoga Parva).
CODAKARftTA. The character of a Sannyasi in a tale

in Pancatantra.
CUDALA. The saintly wife of King Sikhidhvaja. When
once Sikhidhvaja renounced his kingdom and went to

the forests, his wife gave him instruction in Atma-
jfiana and brought him back to his country. (Chapter
77, Yogavasistha).

CUDAMA . I. See under Sita.

CULL A sage. Once Somada, daughter of a gandharva
women Urmila. looked after this sage and well pleased
with her service he asked her what she wanted and
Somada asked for a son by him. Culi gave her a spiri-
tual son of his and the boy was named Brahmadatta.
This Brahmadatta married the hundred hunch-backed

daughters ofKusanabha. (Bala Kanda, Valmiki Rama-
yana )

.

CULUKA. A river. People of ancient Bharata used
to drink the water of this river. (Sloka 20, Chapter
9,_ Bhisma Parva).

CUNCU. A King of the Hchaya line of kings. He was
the grandson of Rohitasva and son of Harita. King
Vijaya is the son of Cuiicu. (Brahmanda Purana, Chap-
ter 16.)

CURAYKKA. While emperor Prthu was ruling the

earth it was once transformed into a cow and milked.
Each got a different substance and what the Nagas got
was poison. They milked the poison into a pot-like

Curaykka.
CUTU. (Dice). It is an imaginative pauranic assump-

tion that there is a satanic force latent in dice, hunting,
wine and women. There is a story to support the pre-
sence of this evil power within the above four. Indra
once turned the Asvinldevas out of his court labelling
them as outcastes and banned wine to them. Discon-
tented at this the Asvinldevas approached Cyavana and
the latter performing a yaga invited the Asvinldevas and

gave them the yaga wine, 'Soma'. Infuriated at this

Indra raised his celebrated Vajrayudha (Weapon of

thunder) to kill Cyavana. But the sage by his yogic
powers paralysed the hands of Indra and instantly from
the sacrificial fire there arose Mada a genie to kill Indra.

Frightened by this sight Indra fell at the feet of Cyavana
and craved for pardon. The sage then tore the genie into
four pieces'and threw one each into dice, hunting, wine
and women. That is why all the four are as alluring as

destructive. (Saptama Skandha, Devi Bhagavata).
CYAVANA. A celebrated sage of the Bhargava dynasty.

1) Genealogy. Descending in order from Brahma
Bhrgu Cyavana.
2) Birth. Bhrgu is the son ofBrahma born ofAgni at the

Brahmayajna conducted by Varuna. The beautiful and
virtuous lady Puloma was the wife of Bhrgu. Even be-
fore Bhrgu married her she was being loved by the demon
Puloma and her marriage with Bhrgu embittered him
and he waited for an opportunity to kidnap Puloma.
One day when Bhrgu went to the river for his bath
Puloma entered the asrama and there he found his love
Puloma being watched over by Agni. Puloma compelled
Agni to tell him the truth whether Bhrgu had married
Puloma according to the rites enjoined by the scriptures.

Agni confessed that it was not so and then Puloma
taking the shape of a hog carried away Puloma who was
then in a stage of advanced pregnancy. On the way the
wife of the sage delivered and the babe dropped to the

ground. Because the babe was born with a fall (Cyavana)
from the womb the boy was named Cyavana. The
radiance ofthe boy burnt the demon into ashes. Puloma
weeping profusely with tears rolling down her cheeks
returned to the asrama. Her tears ran into a river and the
river got the name Vadhusara Bhrgu on knowing how all

happened cursed Agni saying that Agni would thereafter

be an all-round eater, (eating anything and everything).
(Chapters 5 and 6, Adi Parva).
3) Penance and marriage. Even when he was very
young Cyavana commenced practising austerities.

He went to the forests and sat in meditation without food
or sleep, oblivious to what happened outside. Years went
by and Cyavana did not stir from his place. Gradually
earth began to cover him and soon he was completely
enveloped by earth. Creepers grew on it and birds made
rests; Cyavana did not know anything about it.


