
CALA 168 CAlSAKYA (KAUTILYA)

ties of Kiittu : Prabandharii Kuttu, Narhbiar Kuttu and
KiitiaHam. Of these the first is narrative (Akhyana-
para) while in the second and third type, the element
of acting is more important ( Abhinayapara) .

GALA. Laksmidevi. The following story is told in the

Devl-bhagavata as to how this name came to be

applied to the devl. Once Revanta the very handsome
son of Suryadeva came to Vaikun{ha riding Uccaih-
sravas, Indra's horse. Devi, who was at that time with
Visnu gazed for a few minutes in wonder at the horse.
She did not, therefore, attend to Visnu's talk. Angered
at this Visnu told the devl : "Since your eyes find

enjoyment on unnecessary things and move about

among such objects, you shall be called from today
onwards Rama and Gala. Also you will be born as a
mare on earth. Accordingly Mahalaksmi was born as
a mare on the banks of river SarasvatI, and regained
her old form only after delivering a son by Visnu. That
son was Ekavira, founder of the Hehaya kingdom. (DevT
Bhagavata, Skandha 6).

CAMARA. (CAMARl). An animal whose tail is its most

important and valued organ. In the course of its move-
ments in the forest if the tail gets entangled anywhere
it is supposed to lie down there till the tail is freed by
itself. About the origin of Gamara, the following story
is told in the Valmlki Ramayana. Krodhavasa, daughter
of Daksaprajapati and wife of Kasyapa had ten daugh-
ters, viz. MrgI, Mrgamada, Hari, Bhadramada,
Matangi, Sarduli, Sveti, Surasa, Surabhi and Kadru.
To Mrgamadi the Srmaras and Gamaras owe their

origin. (Valmlki Ramayana, Aranya Kanda, Canto 14) .

CAMARA(M). A rod (handle) with a large tuft of

hair, fibre or feathers at the end. A symbol used by
kings and brahmins. Camara of the king should have a

golden handle, and it should be made of the wings of
the swan, the peacock, the Balaka bird etc. But, the

wings of different birds shall not be intermixed. Circu-
lar in shape, the Camara should have on its handle
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 sandhis (joints, knots). (Agni-
purana, Chapter 245).

CAMASA. A yogi, the younger brother of Bharata, a king
born in the dynasty of Priyavrata, son of Manu. This
country got its name Bharata from king Bharata (country
ruled by Bharata) . Bharata had nine brothers called

KuSavarta, Ilavarta, Brahmavarta, Aryavarta, Malaya,
Bhadraketu, Sena, Indrasprk and Kikafa. Bharata had
also nine other brothers renowned as navayogis, born
ofanother mother. Camasa was one of them, the other

eight being Kavi, Hari, Ambarisa, Prabuddha, Pippa-
layana, Avirhotra, Dramida and Kharabhajana. (Bhaga-
vata Pancama Skandha) .

CAMASODBHEDA. A holy place in Saurastra which
forms part of the very reputed sacred place called
VinaSana. It is said that it was here that the river
SarasvatI which once became invisible, was detected. A

,

bath here is as efficacious as performing the Jyotistoma
yajna. (M.B. Vana Parva, Chapter 82, Verse 112).

CAMATKARA. (See PATTU) .

CAMOHARA. A visvadcva. (M.B. Anusasana Parva.
Chapter 191, Verse 35).

CAMPA. A king born in the Aiiga dynasty. (See
CANDRAVAMSA) .

CAMPA. ( CAMPAPURI ). A city on the banks of river

Gaiiga, Cariipa is often referred to in the Puranas. It

was here that Lomapada lived in tretayuga. ( M.B.

Vana Parva, Chapter 113, Verse 15). In Dvaparayuga
the city was ruled by a Suta called Atiratha, who got
Kama, while he and his wife were brooding over their

lack of a child. In after years Kama also ruled the

city. (M.B. Santi Parva, Chapter 5, Verse 7).
CAMPAKA. A vidyadhara. Once he visited the banks

of river Yamuna with his wife Madalasa when they got
from the forest nearby a child. The child in later years
became famous as Ekavira, founder of the Hehaya
dynasty. (See EKAVlRA) .

CAMPAKARANYA. (CAMPAKARA). A holy place
in Northern India. One day's halt at the place and a

bath there is considered to be as good as giving away
one thousand cows as gift. (M.B. Vana Parva,

Chapter 84).
CAMPEYA. Son of Vi^vamitra who was a brahmavadin

(M.B. Anusasana Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 58).
CAMPtJ. A literary form of presenting a story in a

mixture of prose and verse, and abounding in beauti-

ful descriptions : "Gadyapadyamayam kavyarh Cam-

piirityabhidhlyate". Over and above prose and verse

the Campus use dandakas (very long, involved and

poetical prose). This literary form had its origin
first in Sanskrit and other Indian languages adopted it

with some variations. For instance, though prose in

Sanskrit Campus is really prose, that in Malayalam
is something akin to metrical prose. There are more
than two hundred Campus in Malayalam. The most
famous of the Campu writers in Malayalam are

Punam Namboothiri, Mahamangalam Namboothiri
and Nllakantha.

CAMO. A division of an army. (See Aksauhini)

CAMWDA. (See ParvatI) .

CAlifAKA. The auspiciousness of Canaka (cowdung) is

due to Laksml. (
See LaksmI, Paras 1 and 6) .

CA^AKYA (KAUTILYA). The famous author of

"Arthasastra" a treatise on political economy.
Eastern and western scholars have made exhaustive

researches on this intellectual giant of ancient India,

Canakya. But, nothing definite has yet been established

about his time or life. Indians have accepted as a fact

the traditional legend that he was a minister ofCandra-

gupta, the founder ofthe Maurya dynasty. It is also

firmly believed that it was this mighty intellect of a

brahmin who made Candragupta a powerful emperor
and steered the ship of his state. The phrase 'Canakya's
kutilaniti' (crooked tactics) has become proverbial.
Some scholars hold the opinion that he came to be

called 'Kautilya' because of his Kutila (crooked)
tactics

;
but evidence to establish this view-point is yet

to be adduced.
It is his famous Arthasastra, which has made Canakya's
name a world famous one. The great German thinker

Jolly has described the Arthasastra as a unique composi-
tion in the Sanskrit language. And, Johann Meyer, the

great western scholar has the following to say about

the book :

"Kautilya's Arthasastra is not one single text, it is a

collection and collatcration of all books in ancient

India. To study the greatness of the theories and

principles contained in it today requires continuous and
constant study at least for twenty years and the un-

remitting efforts of a scholar with unabounded know-

ledge are required."


