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BRAHMADATTA IV. A king who ruled over the coun-

try of Kasi. One night he saw two swans flying in the

air. They were of golden colour. There were a num-
ber of swans around them. They seemed like two

lightnings in the midst of white clouds. Brahmadatta
wished to see them again. His desire increased to such
an extent that he had desire for nothing else. He
consulted his ministers and made a lake. Every crea-

ture which seemed beautiful to him was brought to

that place. Hearing this those two swans also came
there. By and by he tamed them and asked them how
they got the golden colour. The swans said thus :

"Oh King! you might have heard of the famous moun-
tain Mandara, which is the field ofgames of the Devas

( gods) . At the time of the churning of the milk sea

when this mountain was used as churn-drill, Amrtarh

(celestial nectar of immortality) touched this moun-
tain. So the flowers, fruits and roots in the vicinity of

this mountain got the power of removing death, wrin-
kles etc. Candracuda also will come to this mountain

occasionally to play on the top of it and so it became
more glorious than the mount Kailasa. One day
while Mahadeva was playing in those gardens he had
to leave on an urgent matter concerning Gods. So he
left Parvati there and went away. Devi began to walk
about in those gardens with pangs of separation.

Spring season came. The Ganas (servants of Siva) and
the maids of Parvati attended on her. One day Mani-

puspesvara, a Gana, hankered after Candralekha,

daughter of Jaya. She had been engaged in fanning
Parvati. Both were young and their figures suited each
other. Candralekha reciprocated his love. Under-

standing this Pingesvara and Guhesvara, two ganas
looked at each other and smiled. Seeing this Devi
looked round with anger to see what caused them to

smile. They squinted their eyes and showed Manipus-
pe'vara and Candralekha to Devi. Because ofseparation
she had been much worried, weary and sad. So all

these affairs made her angry. She said : "It is good
that you behave like this when I am in this plight !

The two are making love. Seeing that, you are laughing.

May these two dotards be born on the earth and be-

come husband and wife there. Let you two who
laughed before me without humility also be born on
the earth, first as poor Brahmanas, and then as

Brahmaraksas (demon friends), outcasts, robbers,

dogs with tails cut off and finally as various kind of

birds." Thus she cursed the four of ganas. Then a

gana named Dhiirjata said to Parvati : "Devi, this is

unfortunate. They have not commited any severe

crime." Devi got angry at him and cursed him too:

"May you also be born on the earth as a human be-

ing." After this Jaya the loved maid of Parvati reques-
ted her for absolution from curse, for all. The Devi
said that all of them would get absolution at the place
of penance of Brahma and other gods and would re-

turn here. Of these, Candralekha and her husband and

Dharjata would be happy on the earth. The two
others would lead a miserable life on the earth."

(Kathasaritsagara, Padmavatlla'ubaka, Taranga 1).
BRAHMADEVA. A warrior who fought on the side of

the Pandavas against the Kauravas in the battle of

Mahabharata. His duty was to protect the army in

the rear. (M.B. Udyoga Parva, Chapter 196,
Stanza 25) .

BRAHMADUMBARA. A holy place in Kuruksetra. In

Mahabharata, Vana Parva, Chapter 83, Stanza 71, it

is said that this place is auspicious to Brahma.
BRAHMAHATYA. Killing a Brahmana is called Brahma-

hatya. In ancient India killing a Brahmin was consi-

dered to be a great sin. He, who committed this sin

had to build a hut in the forest and live there for a

period of twelve years, or make an alms-pot called

'Sivasirodhvaja' and wander about begging alms, to

purify his soul, or else to attempt to jump into a

blazing fire thrice with bowed head, or perform one
of the three sacrifices Asvamedha, Svarjit or Gosava.
If none of these was possible, he had to give all the

wealth he had to Brahmins well-versed in Vedas, as

gift. It is mentioned in Agnipurana, Chapter 169, that

if any of the vows mentioned above was performed he
would be absolved from the sin of Brahmahatya.

BRAHMAJIT. A son of Kalanemi. (Brahmanda Purana

35:38).
BRAHMAMEDHYA. A river, famous in the Puranas.

Mention is made about this river in Mahabharata

Bhlsmaparva, Chapter 9, Stanza 32.

BRAHMAMUHURTA. The period of forty-eight minutes
before the sunrise is called Brahmamuhurta. The
deity of this period is Brahma. In Agni Purana, Chap-
ter 155, it is instructed that one should wake up at

this period and engage in prayer and meditation.

BRAHMANA. (BRAHMIN).
(1) Origin. Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas, and Sudras

are the caturvarnas or the four castes. 1'he Puranas say
that the four castes originated from different parts of

the body of Brahma. See Manusmrti, Chapter 1,

Stanza 87

"Sarvasyasya tu sargasya

Guptyartharh sa mahadyutih
Mukhabahurupajjanam
Prthakkarmanyakalpayat.

(With a view to sustain the world, Brahma ordered acti-

vities, for the four castes (Brahmana Ksatriya, Vaisya,
and SQdra) who were born frcm his face, arms, thighs
and feet). From this statement it is seen that the Brah-

manas were born from the face, Ksatriyas from the

arms, Vaisyas from the thighs and Sudras from the feet

of Brahma.

2) The activities of a Brahmana. The duties of a Brahmana
are, performing sacrifice, and encouraging others to

perform sacrifice, learning Vedas and teaching Vedas,

giving gifts and getting remuneration. A Brahmana has

two births in one life. Till the time of investiture with
the sacred string is one birth and from that period on-

wards is the second birth. So a Brahmana is called

'dvija' or twice-born.

The Brahmanas were allowed to do the works of agri-

culture, keeping cows, trade and commerce and Kuslda

(money-lending). Living on the interest of money
giving out as loan is Kuslda. But they should not trade

on products from cow, jaggery, salt, lac and flesh.

The suffix 'Sarma' should be added to the name of

Brahmana. A Brahmana can have four wives.

BRAHMA'yA( M) . See Veda.
BRAHMAlilpA. The word Brahmanda means the anda

of Brahma (anda-egg), the Supreme Being which is

the root of the origin of the universe. At a time long

ago, which is beyond reckoning, there was nothing but

an egg. This egg was split into two and from it a male


