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charged with power by holy incantation) . Some of

those astras are named below:
1. Dandacakra 2. Dharmacakra
3. Kalacakra 4. Visnucakra
5. Indracakra 6. Vajrastra
7. Saivasula 8. Aislka
9. Brahmasirastra 10. Brahmastra

11. Modakisikharl 12. Dharmapasa
13. Kalapasa 14. Varunastra
15. Varunapasa 16. Paramastra
17. Pinakastra 18. Narayanastra
19. Agneyastra 20. Sikharastra
21. Vayavyastra 22. Prathanastra
23. Krauncastra 24. HayaSsirastra
25. Kankalastra 26. Musalastra
27. Kapalastra 28. Karikanastra
29. Manavastra 30. Prasthapanastra
31. Prasamanastra 32. Saurastra
33. Varsanastra 34. Sosanastra
35. Santapanastra 36. Vilapanastra
37. Madanastra 38. Mohastra
39. Saumanastra 40. Samvartastra
41. Satyastra 42. Mayadharastra
43. Tejaprabhastra 44. Saumyastra
45. Sisirastra 46. Tvasjastra
47. Sudamanastra
Sri Rama received all these astras standing facing east.

(Sarga 27, Balakanda, Valmiki Ramayana)
ASURA. Those born to Kasyapa of his wife Danu are

called Danavas and those born of his wife Dili are call-

ed Daityas. They belong to the demonaic dynasty (Re-
fer under 'Asuravarhsa' in the genealogy chart) . Re-
nowned among the asuras were the following :

Prahlada, Sarhhlada, Anuhlada, Sibi, Baskala, Virocana,
Kumbha, Nikumbha, Bali, Bana, Mahakala, Vipracitti,
Sambara, Namuci, Puloma, Visruta, Asiloma, KesI,
Durjaya, Ayassiras, Asvassiras, Asva, Saiiku, Mahabala,
Garga, Murdha, Vegavan, Ketuman, Svarbhanu, Asva-
pati, Vrsaparva, Ajaka, Asvagriva, Suksma, Tuhunda,
Ekapad, Ekacakra, Vimpaksa, Harahara, Candra,
Kupata, Kapata, Para, Sarabha, Salabha, Surya and
Candramas.

ASURA. One of the eight daughters born to Kasyapa
of his wife Pradha. (Sloka 41, Chapter 65. Adi Parva,
M.B.).

ASCRBANI PAL. ( See under Gilgamis, Jalapralaya) .

ASURTARAJASA. A son born to King Kusa of his
wife VaidarbhI. Kusamba, Kusanabha, Asurtarajasa
and Vasu are the four sons of Kusa. (Sarga 32, Bala-
kanda, Valmiki Ramayana) .

ASVA I. A demon. This was the same demon who later
on was born as Asoka, King of Kaliiiga. (Chapter 67,
Adi Parva, M.B.) .

AVA II. A maharsi. The sage Vasa is the son of this

rsi. (Sukta 1 12 of Rgveda).
ASVA (Horse) . Horses and camels were born, in this

world, of Tamra, wife ofKasyapa, grandson of Brahma.
(Agni Purana, Chapter 19).

AlsVAGHOSA. A famous Sanskrit poet. He has written

many Sanskrit books prominent among which are
the two great poems, Buddhacarita and Saundarananda

and a drama called Sariputraprakarana. He lived in

the 2nd Century A.D. His history ofBuddha (Buddha-
carita) was translated into Chinese during the period
414 to 421 A.D. He was known under the following
names also: Acarya, Bhadanta, Mahavadi and Bhiksu.

AS"VAGRIVA. Son born to the Sage, Kasyapa by his

wife, Danu. (Sloka 24, Chapter 65, Adi Parva, M.B.) .

ASVAHRDAYA. A mantra (sacred incantation) for

controlling the horse. (See under 'Aksahrdaya").
ASVAKETU. Son of King Gandhara. He fought on the

side of the Kauravas and was killed in the battle by
Abhimanyu. (Sloka 7, Chapter 48, Drona Parva, M.B. ).

ASVAKRTA. A river. Once a sage called Rclka went to

Gadhi and asked for the hand of his daughter, Satya-
vatl, in marriage. He demanded as dowry a thousand
horses black in colour and with only one ear for each.

Rclka prayed to Varuna and he gave him the horses

required. The river Asvakrta (created by horse) was
made by the flow of urine from these horses. ( Chapter
57, Brahmanda Purana) .

AVAMEDHA I. A country of ancient India which was
ruled by a King named Rocaman. Bhlmasena conquered
him during the world-wide conquering campaign.
(Sloka 8, Chapter 29, Sabha Parva) .

ASVAMEDHA II. A yaga. Kings used to conduct this

in order to get absolved of all sins. Fixing a victory
card on the head of a horse it is allowed to roam about

freely. If anybody stops the horse and ties it, the King
should go and defeat him in battle and bring back the

horse. If you do a hundred such y'gas you can become
Indra.*

ASVAMEDHA. Son of King Sahasranlka (Refer under

Sahasranlka) .

ASVAMEDHADATTA. Son born to Satanlka of the

princess of Videha. (Sloka 86, Chapter 95, Adi Parva,

M.B.).
ASVAMEDHAPARVA. A parva of the Mahabharta.

See under Bharata.

ASvANADl. A river in the country of Kuntibhoja.
AsvanadI joins CarmanvatI and the latter joins the

Yamuna and the Yamuna joining Ganga falls into the

ocean. It was through this river that Kuntldevi floated

in a box the infant Karna. At night accompanied by
her maid, Kunti floated the box containing her illegiti-

mate son and stood on the banks of AsvanadI weeping
bitterly. Then thinking that her father would notice

her absence from the palace she returned home soon.

The box floated and reached the country, Campapurl,
ruled by a charioteer. (Slokas 22 to 26, Chapter 308,

Aranya Parva, M.B.).
ASVARATHA. A river in the Gandhamadana valley

flowing near the Asrama of the sage Ars{iena. Many
kings of the Candra dynasty used to come and stay in

this asrama. (Sloka 10, Chapter 160, Vana Parva, M.B.) .

ASVAS~A1SIKU. Son of Kasyapa born of his wife Danu.

(Sloka 21, Chapter 67, Adi Parva, M.B.).

ASVAPATI I. Father of the most chaste woman, Savitri.

He was King of Madra. He was without children for a

long period and for eighteen years he worshipped the

goddess, Savitri and got a maiden from Agnihotra whom
*
Asvamedha_or horse sacrifice was performed by autocrats to establish their supreme sovereignty. For this the horse let out to roam

about should go into all coutttries. Those who opposed the sovereignty of the King could stop the horse and tie it. Then the King hatf
to defeat him before conducting the yaga. The vedas enjoin that the sacrificial horse should be followed by a hundred young men ceadv
to fight those who opposed the King. Indra had conducted a hundred such yagas.


