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upto Arjuna and told him that his attempt at self

annihilation was not justified as the bet was made with-

out an arbiter. When Arjuna who was wedded so

much to truth brushed aside this argument and got

ready to end his life the boy said : "If you are so very
insistent about it you (Arjuna and the monkey) com-

pete once again with me as arbiter. This suggestion of

the boy was accepted. The monkey child tried its best

to break the dam, but it failed. It developed its body
to the size of a mountain and jumped on the dam.
Even then it did not break. Then he ran up to the boy
who was acting as arbiter and prostrated at his feet

crying 'Ramacandra'. At the same moment Aijuna
also prostrated before the boy crying 'Sri Krsna, slave

to devotees'. The boy asked both of them to get up,
and after admonishing them for their conceit gave them

good advice. He also asked the monkey child to keep
his word by remaining as the emblem of Arjuna's flag.

(The monkey boy was actually Hanuman and the
brahmin boy Sri Krsna).
1 7 C

) Arjuna married Subhadrd. Arjuna went to the holy
place called Saubhadratlrtha and redeemed the woman
named Varga from the curse she was labouring under.

(See Varga) . Arjuna continued hisjourney and reached
Gokarna and Prabhasa tirtha, where he met Gada,
brother of Sri Krsna. Gada described to Arjuna the

great beauty of his sister, Subhadra. Arjuna went to

Dvaraka and paid his respects to Sri Kt'sna. A few days
later the yadavas celebrated a great festival at mount
Raivataka. Aijuna went there disguised as a Sannyasin
and forcibly took away Subhadra with him with the

permission of Sri Krsna. Though the yadavas got ready
for a fight they were ultimately pacified, and Subhadra
was married to Arjuna. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter,
218-224).

17D) Brahmin boy saved. When once Arjuna was in

Dvaraka with Sri Krsna a brahmin appeared on the
scene lamenting that his child died as soon as it was
born. Nobody paid any heed to this, and then Arjuna
rose up and assured protection to the next child to be
born to the brahmin and asked him to return home in

peace. Arjuna also vowed that he would end his life

by jumping into fire if he failed to protect the next
child of the brahmin.
As the time for the delivery of his wife approached the

brahmin took Arjuna home. Arjuna made the house
secure by making an enclosure with his arrows. Yet
the child died; not only that, at the time of birth it-

self its body disappeared. And. the brahmin heaped
insults on Arjuna, who looked very foolish. Rendered
thus an object of ridicule Arjuna began to make a fire

for him to jump into. At this Sri Krsna appeared be-
fore Arjuna and prevented him from jumping into fire.

And then both Krsna and Arjuna went to Visnuloka
and submitted the case of the brahmin to him. Visnu
told them : "Oh ! Krsna and Arjuna, it was I who took

away the brahmin boys for the pleasure of seeing you
both here. You may immediately return with the brah-
min boys. And, Krsna and Arjuna returned with the

boys to the brahmin, who now felt very happy.
(Bhagavata, Dasama Skandha

; Chapter 89) .

17E) Burning of Khandava forest. While Krsna and Arjuna
were spending their days on the banks of river Yamuna
in the summer season Agni Bhagavan (the fire-god)

requested them to give the Khandava forest as food to

him. (See Khandavadaha
)

. Arjuna agreed to oblige

Agni Bhagavan, who presented to Arjuna the bow
called Gandlva, a white horse and many other power-
ful arrows. When Agni began burning ihe forest, Indra
sent a heavy shower of rain. By creating a tent with
arrows Arjuna saved the forest from the rain. Arjuna
killed Taksaka's wife, cursed the Nr.ga called Asvasena
and saved Maya, the architect of the Asuras who was

put up in the forest. Indra was pleased and gifted many
divine arrows to Arjuna. Maya gave the famous conch,
Devadattam to Arjuna. By now the one year of the

pilgrimage of Arjuna was over and he returned to

Indraprastha. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapters 233-239).
17P) Fight between Arjuna and Sri Krfna. (See Galava,
para 4) .

18) Again to the forest. Maya, who escaped death in

Khandava forest, in his great gratitude, went to Indra-

prastha, and with the permission of Dharmaputra built

for the Pandavas an exceptionally beautiful palace.
And then the Pandavas made the conquest of all the

earth, and after killing enemy kings like Jarasandha,
the Kimpurusas, the Hadakas, Sisupala, Kurundha and

Bhagadatta returned to Idraprastha and performed
the Rajasuya yajfla. The Kauravas who got jealous at

this went on a visit to Indraprastha. When they enter-

ed the palace built by Maya they were put into many
a ludicrous situation. (See Sabhaprave:sa). Insulted
and humiliated they returned to Hastinapura and

challenged the Pandavas to a game of dice, and in the

game the Pandavas lost not only their kingdom and
other riches, but Pancall as well. Dussasana dragged
Pancall and stripped her of her clothes in the royal

assembly and thus mercilessly insulted her. According
to the terms and condition agreed to with reference to

the game of dice, the Pandavas had to lead forest life

for twelve years and live for one year incognito. The
Pandavas again started for the forest. (M.B., Sabha

Parva) .

19) Pandavas in Kamyaka forest. A number of brahmins
also accompanied the Pandavas to the forest. The noble

brahmin, Saunaka consoled the aggrieved Dharma-

putra in the Dvaitavana. Dharmaputra felt worried
that he could not feed the brahmins who accompanied
him into the forest. Pancall prayed to the Sun-God,
and he gave the Aksayapatra to her. (See Aksyapatra) .

And, after this the Pandavas, along with the brahmins,
entered the Kamyaka forest. (M.B., Aranya Parva,

Chapter 36) .

20) Arjuna secured divine arrows. Dharmaputra asked

Arjuna to do tapas in the Himalayas and thus secure

divine arrows. Accordingly Arjuna went south and saw
Indra in the Indraklla mountain. Indra gave him
boons. There Arjuna killed Mukasura. And, then

Arjuna went to Mount Kailasa and prayerfully concen-
trated his mind on Siva. Siva appeared in the guise of

a forest dweller. (See Fa.supata.stra). Afte* that he got
the Dandastra from Yama, Pasastra from Varuna and
Antardhanastra from Kubera. (M.B., Vana Parva,

Chapters 37-41).

21) Arjuna in Indraloka. Indra, who was so very pleas-
ed that Arjuna got so many divine arrows deputed his

charioteer, Matali, to bring Arjuna to Devaloka, and
at Devaloka he learned more about archery and music.

The Apsara women forgot themselves when they saw
the exceptionally handsome Arjuna. Urvasi, mad with


