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17) The Devas wanted help to clean their hands when
oblated materials stuck to their hands and Agni creat-

ed from water three sons named Ekata, Dvita and
Trita for this purpose. Of these Trita fell into a well
while drawing water. Seeing him fall the demons
closed the well but Trita broke the top and came out.

(Sukta 52, Anuvaka 10, Mandala 1 of Rgveda).
18) Once the earth looked like heaven because of the

innumerable celestial beings who came to earth in search

of Agni. (Sukta 65, Anuvaka 12, Mandala 1 of Rg-
veda) .

19) The Sun hands over his effulgence to Agni in the

evening and takes it back from him in the morning. (A
fact from Sruti Sukta 71, Anuvaka 12, Mandala 1 of

Rgveda) .

20) For making fire for the sacrificial ceremony the

sages use two Arani sticks (These are two pieces of wood,
one upper and another lower, and fire is produced by
attrition) . It is believed that the sages get the strength
to produce fire from it through Vyana, one of the forms

ofVayu (air). So Rgveda describes Agni as the son of

Vayu. (Sukta 112/Anuvaka 16, Mandala 1).

21) In the times of the Rgveda Agni was worshipped
as a God. (Sukta 1, Anuvaka 1, Mandala 1, Rgveda).
22) Lord Siva entered into an elaborate and long
conjugal play for creating Subrahmanya. Hundred
years went by and still the preliminaries never ended.
The universe was on the verge of a collapse and so

the devas decided to send Agni to put a stop to this

libidinal play of Siva. But Agni was afraid of Siva and
therefore absconded and hid himself in the ocean. The
ocean became hot and the water-animals unable to

bear the increasing heat went and informed the devas of

Agni's hiding place. Agni cursed them all saying that all

of them would go dumb. He then went to the Mandara
mountain in the shape of an owl and hid there. But the
devas went there also and picked him up. Agni then by
his terrible heat stimulated Siva into action. Siva
threw his semen into Agni andT Agni poured it into

Gaiiga and Ganga delivered a child which later on be-
came Subrahmanya. (Tarariga 6, Lavanakalambaka
of Kathasaritsagara) .

26) Conclusion. Agni stands next to Indra in impor-
tance in the Vedas. Because Agni was indispensable for

yagas the care of Agni became very important. Accord-

ing to the Rgveda the birth of Agni is different. Born
of the clouds Agni reaches the earth as lightning. Then
Agni forsakes its form and becomes invisible. It was
Matarisva who gave form to Agni and gave him to the

Bhrgu family. From that day onwards it became
possible to produce fire and the Rgveda describes how
Agni is produced by sages by the use of Arani sticks.

The main job of Agni is to receive the oblations from
devas when they conduct yagas.

27) Synonyms of Agni.

Agnirvaisvanaro' Vahnih
Vitihotro Dhananjayah
Krpi tayonir jvalano

Jatavedastanunapat
Barhissusma Krsnavartma
Sociskesah Usarbhudhah
Asrayaso Brhadbhanuh
Krsanuh Pavako'nalah
Rohitasvo Vayusakhah
Sikhavanasusuksanih

Hiranyaretah hutabhuk
Dahano Havyavahanah
Saptarcirdamunah Sukra-

Scitrabhanurvibhavasuh

Sucirappittamaurvastu
Badavo Badavanalah

Vahnerdvayorj val akila-

Varcirhetih sikha striyam
Trisu sphuliiigognikanah

Ksantapah Sajvarah samau

Ulkasyannirgata jvala
Bhutir Bhasita Bhasmam
Ksaro raksa. ca davastu
Davo vanahutasanah.

(Amarakosa)
The synonyms:

1) Agni, Vaisvanarah, Vahnih, Vitihotra, Dhanafijaya,

Krpitayoni, Jvalana, Jatavedas, Tanunapat, Barhis,

Susma, Krsnavartma, Sociskesa, Usarbhudha, Asra-

yasa, Brhadbhanu, KpSanu, Pavaka, Anala, Rohitasva,

Vayusakha, Sikhavan, Asusuksani, Hiranyaretas, Huta-

bhuk, Banana, Havyavahana, Saptarcis, Damuna,
Sukra, Citrabhanu, Vibhavasu, Suci, Appitta.

2) Badavagni : Aurva, Badava, Badavanala.

3) Agnijvala: Jvala, Kila, Arcis, Heti, Sikha. (Flame)

4) Sparks : Sphuliriga, Agnikana.
5) Heat : Santapa, Sajvara.

6) Firebrand : Ulka.

7) Ashes: Bhuti, Bhasita, Bhasma, Ksara, Raksa.

8) Wild-fire : Dava, Dava, Vanahutasana.
AGNIBAHU. A son of the first Manu.
AGNIDATTA. See under the word Devadatta.

AGNIDATTA. (See under GWASARMA).
AGNIDHARA TIRTHA. This is the name of a sacred

place near Gautamavana. (See Sloka 146, Chapter 84,

Vana Parva, M.B.) .

AGNlDHRA (AGNlDDHRA).
1. Genealogy. Descended from Visnu thus : Visnu-

Brahma-Marici-Kasyapa- Vivasvan - Vaivasvatamanu-

Priyavrata-Agnidhra.
2. Birth. Priyavrata, son of Vaivasvatamanu, married

Barhismati, daughter of Visvakarma. Agnldhra was one
of their ten sons. The other nine sons were : Idhma-

jihva, Yajnabahu, Mahavlra, Hiranyaretas, Ghrta-

prstha, Sava, Medhatithi, Vitihotra and Kavi. A
daughter also was born to Priyavrata and Barhismati
named Orjjasvatl. Sukra married her and Devayam
was their daughter.
3) Married life. Agnldhra married a nymph named
Purvacitti. They had nine children : Nabhi, Kirh-

purusa, Hari, Ilavrata, Ramyaka, Hirancaya, Kuru,
Bhadrasva, and Ketumala. It was from this Kuru that

the Kuru Varhsa began.

4) Other incidents. (1) Agnldhra ruled over Jambu-
dvipa for a long time. (Devi Bhagavata, SkandhaS).
(2) While he was the ruler of Jambudvlpa Agnldhra
once went into a cave and did hard tapas there with-

out eating any food. Brahma then sent a beautiful

nymph (Apsara maiden) to him to tempt him and
thwart his tapas. Agnldhra fell a victim to the tempta-
tion. His penance was shaken by that nymph named
Vipracitti. He married her. (Bhagavata, Skandha 5,

Chapter 2).

AGNIHOTRA(M). This is a sacrifice offered to Agni-
deva. This has two parts, nitya and Kamya.


