Sakti ) 1.2 Names of Missiles, Weapons, Bows etc.

[ Saktit

7.154. 52: 7. 158. 2; burning, shining (like a
lightning ) ( prajvalanti) 7. 122. 33; (jva-
lanti) 7. 154. 57; (prajvalita) 3. 294, 35;
(pradipta) 7. 154. 54; dipyamana 7. 148. 34;
7. 154. 57; (vidyutprabha) 8.5.65; deco-
rated with gold ( kanakabhusand) 8. 5. 65;
victorious (wvaijayanti) 7. 154. 52; the
highway to victory (jayasya ca parayanam)
7. 157. 6; killer of one opponent ( when used
by Karna ) ( ekaghni ) 7. 158. 2; destroyer of
the body of the enemy ( parakdydpahantri)
7. 154, 55; killer of many enemies ( when
used by Indra) (dvisatarn  hantri)
8. 5. 65; (amitravinibarhint) 3. 286. 14;
( $atrusanghanam ghatinim) 3. 294. 21;
having a terrible form (raudrarupai
bibharti ca) 7. 148. 34. B. Exchanged
by Indra for Karna’s armour and ear-rings :
God Sirya advised Karna to obtain from
Indra his unfailing Sakti in exchange for
(niyamena) the armour ( kavaca) and
the ear-rings ( kundalas) which Indra
would ask Karpa to part with 3. 286.
14-15; after receiving this hint, Karna long-
ing for the Sakti waited for Vasava (Indra)
3.286.20; when Indra came and begged
Karna of his kavaca and kundalas, Karna
asked Indra’s unfailing Sakti in return 3. 294.
20-21; Indra agreed to part with his Sakti
under the stipulation that although the Sakti,
when used by Indra, would unfailingly kill
Indra’s enemies by hundreds and return to
Indra’s (user’s) hand, when it reached Karna
it would kill only one illustrious, roaring and
tormenting enemy of Karna and return, not to
Karpa, but to Indra ( seyas tava kararm pra-
pya hatvaskam ripum urjitam | garjantam
pratapantatn ca mam evaisyati sutaja /)
3, 294. 23-25; the Sakti, as long as it was
with Karna, would fail after killing one hero
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and would lose its quality of being unfailing
(ekaviravadhe mogha) 7. 157. 1, 7; ( amo-
ghdya wvighatartham) 7. 157. 12; Karpa
agreed to receive the Sakti on that condition
for he feared danger in battle only from one
enemy 3. 294. 26, 29; Indra also warned
Karna not to use the Sakti when other missiles
were available with him and when he was
not in danger; if used negligently the
Sakti would boomerang on Karpa (widya-
manesu $astresu yady amogham asaméaye |
pramatto  moksyase capi  tvayyevaisa
patisyati /|) 3. 294. 33; Karna vowed to
Indra (#atyam elad bravimi le) that
he would release the Vasavi (Sakti) only
when he was in great danger 3. 294, 34;
Karna then received the burning Sakti in
exchange of his kavaca and kundalas 3. 294.
35,38, 8.5.65. C. What the Sakti meant
to Karpa : Karna had great confidence due to
the Sakti ( ayar ca pratyayah karye éaktya)
7.157. 31; when Vasava (Indra) gave the
Sakti to Karna, he ( Karna ) felt that Arjuna
was as good as dead 7. 155.21-22; with
Saktl in Karna’s hand, no one in the world
dare oppose him 7. 155. 13; Karpa had
preserved the Sakti to kill Arjuna 7. 122. 33;
7.148. 34; 7. 154. 53; the Sakti meant
death for Arjuna 7. 157. 38; Duhsasana,
Sakuni, Jayadratha and Duryodhana always
counselled Karna not to use the Sakti against
any one except Arjuna 7. 157. 32-34; (cf.
7. 157. 19-21 for the use of Sakti (not named)
only against Arjuna or Krsna); if on any
occasion Karna's other missiles had failed and
if he was pressed ( piditah) by the circums-
tances, he would certainly have used his
Vasavi Sakti against Arjuna 7. 158, 54;
hence Krsna protected Arjuna particularly
from the unfailing Sakti which, if released,
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